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ing expenses, interest, and sinking fund. :
I have endeavoured to show that the |
arguments in favour of the line, though '

I am afraid rather imperfectly, will bene-
fit a large agricultura! community.  Sir

John Forrest, far-seeing and patriotic |

statesman, took up this line some ycars
ago, and went so far as to have it sur-

veyed and tried to have it constructed. I '

have shown that a keen business man
like Mr. Smith thought the timber there
sufficient to start a mill; I have shown

that Mr, Ferguson is willing to conatruct .

a line into the forest. T have shown that
the Timber Commission recommended a
line there. If we had only 20 miles of
line it would be a great benefit to the
farmers there. According to figures it
would be much shorter to constructa line
from Marradong to Pinjarrah and then
to Perth, a distance of 94 miles, than to
go 1o Narrogin; for if the line goes to
Nurrogin it means 60 miles, and there
will be an additional 120 miles to reach
Fremantle, so that the distance is much
shorter to go by way of Pinjarrah. This
line I am proposing, ufter a few miles
enters the electorate of the member for
Forrest and shortly afterwards enters the
electorate of® the member for Williams,
who no doubt will have something to say
on the matter. In conclusion I would
like to say we want this railway badly for
the benefit of the farming commumty.
We want to see an army of men employed
in the timber forests, with their wives
und families domiciled there, happy and
contented. We want the silent forests
to become active centres of industry; we
want, instead of the parrot's screech, to
hear the sound of the woodman's axe. I

beg to move the motion standing in my f

name.

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): I beg
to second the moation,

On motion by the PremiEr, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12 minutes to
10 o'clock, until the next day.

Qeraldion Seaf.
Legiglatibe Fsscembly,
Thureday 26th July, 1908.
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PRAYEERS.

QUESTION—GOLD BUYING, THE MINT
* METHOD,

Me. EWING (without notice) asked
the Treasurer: Will he, in view of the
statements appearing in to day's West
Australian as having been made by a
mine manager in Kalgoorlie, re the
methods of gold-buying prﬂ.ct.med at the
Perth Mint, obtain from the Deputy
Master of that institution a statement
showing the procedure followed, and luy
the same upon the table of the House ¥

Tre TREASURER replied: Yes.

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES (TEM-
PORARY).

Mz. SPEAKER informed the House
that he had appointed the members for

© Perth (Mr, H. Brown), Subiaco (Mr.

Daglish), and Claremont (Mr. Foulkes)
as temporary Chairmen of Committees.

. ELECTORAL—GERALDTON SEAT, MR.
C

ARSON.

Mz. H. CARSON (Geruldton): I
desire to make a personal explanation.
As members are aware, I have for some
considerable time absented myself from

. my seat; and I wish briefly to state my

reasons for so doing. Members doubt-
less know that 1 am placed in a very un-
satisfactory and to my mind a very
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humiliating position. At the same time,
this is no fault of mine; and I have no
degire whatever to occupy illegally o seat
in this House. Personally I have no
desire to sit while my seat is being chal-
lenged. But seeing that other than per.
sonal motives have to be considered, and
in view of the Premier's remarks last
night in this Housge, and al the wish of
my olectors, I huve resolved to take ny
seat here again. It is not my intention
to vefer] at all to the case which,
as everyone knows, is sub judice ; but
members will doubtless recollect that
some eight months ago [ was declared
duly elected to the Geraldion seat, that
a petition was lodged against my return,
and that the case was heard some six
weeks ago or more at Geraldton and
referred to Perth for argument, und I
hope final decision. Members are also
aware, 1 think, that no decision was
given, but that the case 1is farther
pustponed until some indefinite dute.
This is cectainly very unfair to the
Geraldton electorate; and T think it
deplorable that any member should be
kept in suspense for such a considerable
time ufter he has been declared duly
clected, The Government will, I hope,
take early steps to have the electoral roll
altered so that no such proceedings muy
agaio be allowed to occur. I thank you,
Mr. Speaker, and hon. members for
giving me the oppertunity of makiog
this personal explanation.

Mg. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
desire only to ask in this contingency
whether you, Mr. Speaker, have made
any investigation into the position of
affuirs, and what is your ruling regard-
ing the right of the hon. member to sit
while bis case is sub judice. I have no
desire to do anything which will be
detrimental to the electors of Gerald-
ton; but at the same time I think that
every member should take care that the
rules of the House, or failing them the
procedure adopted in the House of
Commons, ure strictly adhered to in this
Chamber. 8o long as the position of a
member of Parliament is the subject of
proceedings at law, so long as the caseis
sub judice, I think we should have your
ruling, sir, as to whether he i3 entitled
to take his seat, so that there may be no
possible doubt in the mind of any mem-
ber of the House.

(26 Juvy, 1906.])
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
This, I think, is a question which to a
certain extent must be decided by com.
mon-senze rules. That is how it appeals
to me. Suppose that after a general
election the Government were returned
with 25 supporters, while there were 23
members in Opposition ; then if petitions
were lodged against two or three Gov-
ernment mewmbers, it would be possible,
pending the hearing of the petitions,
for the Government to be ousted by the
Opposition. As the writ of the return-
ing officer has not been declared void, I
think the hon. member will be perfectly
justified in taking his seat.

Mz. BATH: I wish to explain that I
have no desire to do anything that may
be detrimental to the electors of Gerald-
ton or to the member who has taken his
seut for that constituency, All I desire
is that whatever shall be done shall be
done in u legal manner, and in con-
sonance with the rules and regulations
that govern this House, and in con-
sonance with constitutional practice. I
merely got up for the purpose of asking
for the ruling of the Speaker in regard
to this point, so tbat there might be no
possible doubt concerning it, or any
doubtful precedent created which would
govern any case that might arise in
the future,

[Mg. TaYLOR rose to speak.]

Mr. SPEAKER: It is hardly in order
to debate this. The Leader of the
Opposition was justified in raising this
point. I need only say that, according to
the Electoral Act, the hon. member, so
far as I ain concerned or so far as the
House is concerned, is entitled to hold
his geat until the court decides the point,

Mr. BATH: I am perfectly satisfied
with your ruling. T merely wish to have
it so that no possible doubt may arise.

GOLD STEALING AT KALGOORLIE.
REPORTS EXAGGERATED,
DIVISION A8 TO URGENCY.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
desire, if the House will grant per-
mission, to move the adjournment of the
House in order to call attention to
certain sensational statements made, not
only in Western Australia but in the
old country, in regard to gold stealing on
the goldfields.
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Question (that leave be granted) put,
and a division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes 14
Noes 21
Majority against ... 7
AYRa. Nors,
Mr. Barsett Me. Brebber
Mr, Bath Mr, Brown
Mr. Boltou Mr. Carson
Mr. Eddy Mr. Ewing
Mr. Hicks ! Wr. Gordou
Mr. Hudson 1 Mr. Gregory
Mr. Johnson Mr. Gull
Mr, Lynch Mr. Haywanl
. Seaddan My Keenan
Mr, Taylor Mr. McLarty
Mr. Veryanrd Mr. le
Mr. Waolker Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Ware Mr. Mouger
Me. Troy {Tellcr), Mr. N. J. Maoore
Mr. 8. F. Moore
" Mr. Piesse
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
, Mr. A J. Wilson
) r. . Wilgon

Mr. Hardwick (Tclirs)).
Question thus negatived; leave refused,

EXPLANATIONS.

Me. BATH: My object in desiring to
move the adjournment of the House and
to treat this as a matter of urgency was
because in a London publication eertain
sensafional statements have been made
which are unwarranted in the extreme,
and are not backed up in any shape or
form by the slightest tittle of evidence,
and which are a most discreditable attack
on the honour of this countrv, an attack
which, if left unangwered, will mean that
the State will be greatly discredited in
the eves of the people in the old
country and in the eyes of all people
where the publication is circulated. I
desired to take the earliest opportunity
of moving the adjournment of the
House in order that the matter might be
ventilated, so that such sensational state-
ments could be replied to und so that the
honour of Western Australia might be
vindicated in the eyes of the people ot
Great Britain. That was my ohject, and
I may say it is most unheard of for
leave to be refused,

Mz, Jorwson: Did you speak to the
Premier beforehand ?

Me. BATH : I spoke to the Ministers
who were here. I spoke Lo the Attorney
General and to the Minister for Mines.

[ASSEMBLY.]

1
|
i
|

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: 1|
am sorry I did not speak before the | report and the reports of the officers
division, to explain why this motion was | which were lately laid on the table have

Reportr Eraggerated.

opposed. The Leader of the Opposition
saw me just before the meeting of the
House, and told me of his intention
to move the adjournment of the House
in connection with this matter. I
told him that T did wot think the
statements made by Mr. Scantlebury
were such as called for an answer by
such an important procedure as moviog
the adjournment of the House. [
advised him that he should table a
motion, and then we could take into full
consideration the reporis submiittted to
the House a few nights ago—the reports
made by the warden, the vesident magis-
trate, and one of the inspectors on the
goldfields. I think these reports vught
to be considered cavefully and with every
justice to those who have made them
from time to time. Due consideration
should be given to them, and uot by u
scratch motion of this sort. T advised
the member that it would be better to
table a wotion, and then the question
could be thoroughly discussed in the
House. As far as the Governmeni are
concerned, as soon as we saw the state.
ment the Premier sent a cable message
to London, stating that the stateweuts
made by Mr, Scantlebury were greatly
exaggerated. We admit, and it is the
case with every goldfield in the world,
that a certain umount of gold stealing is
carrried on in Western Australia; and [
may point out that every attempt will be
made by legislation and administration
to cope with the stealing. The Police
Bill before the House makes farther
restrictions, and in the Mines Regulation
Bill farther restrictions wre imposed in
the mining legislation. With a view of
putting all facts before members, it
would be wiser and better in the interests
of the country, the House could pass a
better judgment, und we should he able
to repdy to attacks and give full discus-
sion to the matter, if a motion were
tabled in regular course. That is why I
asked the House to defer considering
the watter till a later stage, rather
than discuss it at present. I assure
members that & cable has been sent
by the Premier to the Agent General,
which will, tv a certain extent, qualify
the statewnents matde by Mr. Scantle-
bury. T feel satisfied that when that
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been-fully considered, the House will be
able to give proper and due consideration
to the reports made.

Mp. Bara: How could you send a
cable, when you had not seen the report
untii I showed it to you a few moments
ago ?

Tae PREMIER: If the hon. member
wishes to doubt the statement of the
Minister for Mines, I can assure him
. that a cable was sent in these words: —

Scantlebury’s statement re alleged gold
stealing causing much comment, and greatly
exaggerated. Provision being made amend
Police Act and Mines Act for farther restric-
tions and severer penalties. Undoubtedly
certain amount gold stealing prevalent, but
every precaution being exercised to mitigate
this evil.

{Several interjections.]

Me. S8cappan: That is an awful ad-
mission. ‘

Tre PreEmigr: Is there none going on,
theun ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to put down
any informality. 1 permitted the ex-
planations on the part of the Leaders of
the Opposition and the Government, for
there seemed to be some misundérstand-
ing when the division took place on the
matter; but it is quite out of order to
proceed farther now.

QUESTION—DRAINAGE WORKS, WEST
CQOLUP.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Miniater for
Lands: 1, What is the actual cost of
construction of No. 1 drain, West Coolup,
the cost of surveys in connection with
sane fo date? 2, The amount of money
received to date from the increased price
of the land since construction of drain?
3, How much money has the Lands De.
partment veceived from blocks which
have been settled and thrown up and re-
gold ? 4, Seeing that the Government
are doing drainage work at Hamel,

{26 Jriy, 1906.]

- £160 11s. 1d.

Harvey, and elsewhere, what is their .

reason for refusing to carry out farther
draionage works in West Coolup district?
5, Is the expense of the survey party

frequently camped at Coolup being made

a charge against the West Coolup drain ?
6, What is the cost of construction of the
Greenlands road drain, and cost of survey
of same ?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS re.
plied : 1, (a) Cost of construction,

Questiona. 641

£1,811 7s. 6d.; (b) Cost of surveys,
2, £96 17s.9d. 3, In-
formation not readily available, but will
he got out if possible. 4, As the lunds
to be benefited by the propesed additional
drains are almost entirely private lands,
it is not considered advisable to expend
more money in -drainage in this area
unless the selectors agree to contribute
towards the interest and sinking fund on
the cost of the work. 5, No. 6, (&)
Cost of construction, £687 1s. 10d.; (b.)

+ Cost of surveys, £43 19s.

QUESTION—GOLD-STEALING REPORTS.

Mr. BATH asked the Mipmster for
Mines: 1, Bas his attention been drawn
to the fact that the remarks in the
Chamber of Mines Jowrnal for June, anent
gold-stealing, are very similar to Detective
Kavanagh's report? 2, Was the in-
formation supplied to the Chamber of
Mines prior to the report being pre-
sented to Parliament ? 3, 1f so, why ¥

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No information wids
supplied to the Chamber of Mines by the

‘Mines Department in connection with

this matter.

QUESTION—EARLY CLOSING AMEND-
MENTS.

M=r. BATH asked the Premier: Is it
the intention of the Government to intro-
duce amendments to the Early Closing
Act, on the lines suggested by the Chief
Inspector of Factoriea ?

Tre PREMIER replied: I have nut
yet had an opportunity of considering
the aumendments referred to. I will
reply to the member at o later sitting.

QUESTION—LITHOGRAPHIC, PAR-
TICULARS.

Mz, HOLMAN asked the Treasurer:
t, What is the number of inches pro-
duced during the past year by the photo-
process engraver in the Government
Lithographic Department® 2, The cost
per inch to produce eame ? 3, Does any
officer in the Department receive any
salary as Photu-process Engraving Tu-
structor in connection with the Techaical
School or College? 4, If so, (a) the

+ name of the officer, (b} amount of salary

received from the Department, (¢) amount
received as instructor? g, The number
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of pupils attending the classes for in-
struction ?

Tae TREASURER replied : 1, 8,500
inches. The photo-process engraver is
anlso engaged on other photographic work.
2, From 3d. to 6%d. per inch according
to the nature of the work ; average cost,
4d. per inch. 3, Yes. ' 4 (¢) Mr. O. F.
Grattan; (b) £230; (¢) 12s. 6d. per
lesson, four nights a week-—forty weeks
in a year, total £100 per anoum. s,
Two pupils in the process-engraving class,
three in tha general photography class.

QUESTION—RAILWAY DEVIATION,
COLLIE-NARROGIN.

Me. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Is it true that his Depart-
ment is considering a proposed alteration
in the route of the Collie end of the
Collie-Narrogin Railway P 2, If so will
he consult Parliament before any altera-
tion is made?

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, A shorter und what is believed
tr be a less costly route is under con-
sideration. 2z, As it is well within the
authorised limit of deviation, it is not’
proposed to consult Parliament if it be
ultimately adopted. Tn farther. reply
to the member, I would like to say
that instructions were given a month
ago to make a survey direct east from
Collie, with a view of joining ou to
the existing permanent survey which was
nude some time ago. As a result of the
sarvey, Mr. Wilson, the engineer in
charge of the survey, reported that it is
possible to obtain a ruling grade of 1
in 80, and the line will be some 74 chains
ghorter than the existing propesed line,
and the cost will be something like
£3,000 less. Tt is proposed,as soon as
the sectional plans are prepared in con-
nection with the survey, to proceed with
the work from the Collia end. At the
present time the work will he proceeded
with from Dardanup.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CARS,
CONSTRUCTION.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister

for Railways: Will the ten corridor cars
which it is proposed to build at the State
Works at Midland Junction be started at

i

1

the same time and built simultaneously

with those to be built by a private firm ?

4

Stamp Bill.

Tae PREMIER replied: The work
will be put in hand us soon as the
material 18 in the workshops. It is
not anticipated that there will be any
undue delay, and I trust the work
will be proceeded with simultaneously
with the manufacture of the other cars.
However, the Commissioner must be
given a fres hand in their construction.

BILLS (z2)—1HIRD READING.

{1) Szconp-uanD DeanERs, (2) PER.
MANENT REservEs REDEDICATION, trans-
mitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
IN COMMITTEE.

Mge. IunivewortE in the Chailr; the
TrEasvrEr in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1 agreed to. ‘

Clause 2—Amendment of Schedula to
Act No. 20 of 1905:

Mr. BATH moved an amenduent that
the following words be added to para-
graph (2)—

Under the heading of Avticles of Clerkship,

“£10" is struck ont and * ten shillings”™ is
inserted.
He failed to see why there should be such
enormous diserepancy between the stamp
duty exacted on articles of apprenticeship
and that exacted under articles of clerk-
ship. In one case the stamp duty was 5s.
and in the other £10. The charge of £10
was nwost unjust, and seemed specially
desigued to prevent anyone, unless pos-
sessed of considerable funds, from having
the opportunity of being articled to a
solicitor and eventually becoming a mem-
ber of the legal profession. He failed to
see why anyone who had Lhe slightest
desire to stand as a democrat should
acquiesce in a continuation of this position
of affairs,

Tae TREASURER was sorry he could
not accept the amendment. Years ago
the matter was thoroughly threshed out.
Whenever we had bad un amendinent of
the Siamp Act, the question had in-
vartably cropped up and previous Par.
liaments bad thought that the fee of £10
should be charged. If this profession
resulted in such great benefit to those
who entered it, the least persons entering
it ghould do was to pay £10 for the
privilege of serving their articles. Ten
pounds would wot deter anyone from
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entering the profession if he wished to | reach £30 or £40.

do so.

Mz. HunsoN: Could the hon. gentle-
man mention any other place where £10
was charged ?

Tre TREASURER s2id he understoud
that in the old country the stamp duty
was considerably bigher than £10.

Mr. Taznor: People were not so
democratic in the old country as in Aus.
tralia,

Tre TREASURER: It was not a
question of being democratic, but was
whether the charge was a fair one, and
he had yet to learn that it was unfair.

M=z. 'TAYLOR : The Treasurer had his
eye to the main chance and would not
nllow the Treasury to be depleted in any
way. [Tee TreasurEr: We could not
afford it.) The hon. gentleman was
advised by the Attorney General that a
fee equal to this, if not higher, existed in
England.

Tae ArTorNEY GENERAL: About five
times as high in the case of a barrister.

Me. TAYLOR: That was quite a
different thing.

Me. Hupson : A barrister here had to
pay £50 altogether.

Tae ArrorNeEy GENERAL: Twenty-
five pounds.

Me. HUDSON: Thirty guineas was
paid on admission, and the charge
for the advertisements under rules, six

guineas; also a £10 stamp. How far
short was that of £507 |
Tre ArToRNEY GENERAL: The whole

charge was about £25.

Me. TAYLOR hoped the Committee
would not assist the Treasurer to extract
£10 from the persons referred to. If a
layman touched anything dealing with
the legal profession, he had to dov so with
bated Dreath, and whilst the profession
was kept as a close preserve for u few in
the circle things would be that way.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was impossible in a cuse of this kind to
produce an nd valorem scale and say that
.80 much should be charged, and there
was u# cowparison which justified it.
Jf be wanted to become a deotist,
popularly called a tooth-jerker, and
got a certificate, he would have to
pay a stamp duty of £10. He knew
from personal knowledge that if a dentist
omitted to pay it for a year or two that
dentist got into arrears which migbt

(26 Juy, 1906.]
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Why was that charge
made? Simply because it was supposed
to be a fair thing that those who obtained
the right to practise dentistry should con-
tribute in fair proportion to the revenne
of the country. It seemed the only
desire at the bottom of the motion was
that every possible meuns should be taken
to make the legul profession appear cheap
and nasty. [Mg. Baru: No.] Then
why not ask that a dentist or any other
class of professional wman should be
admitted for 10s., which was only a
nominal fee? Was npt the action taken
founded on stupid hostility to the legal
profession? He did not see why it should
be persevered in as it was, It was an old-
time fallacy, which we had hoped modern
knowledge and education had removed,
that the legal profession was something
to be jeered and sneered al or made the
subject of pettifogging remarks by any-
one cupable of making them, it being
snggested that persona should be admitted
for a penny stamp or something of that
kind. These remarks were entirely out
of harmony with the times in which we
lived, and the less we beard of thein the
better it would be for the country.

Me. HUDSON: The later observa.
tions of the Attornev Geuveral were
sound; but the rest of Lis speech wus
wide of the mark. The amendment
proposed to eliminate a tax, not on the
admission to practise as a barrister or
other professicnal man, but on a youth
when entering the profession. An uriicled
clerk must serve five years before he had
to pay the £50. The Attorney Geoeral
said that the admission fee was £25, and
that he (Mr. Hudson)} knew it. That
statement was unjustifiable. Tnder
Section 15 of the Legul Practitiouers
Act a fee of 30 guineas had to be paid
on admission, to the board, and uncier
the original Stamp Act a duty of £10
on adinission, making £40. By the
rules of the Barristers’ Bowrd an applicant
must advertise four tines in each of the
daily papers, the advertisenents costing
six guineas, or a total of £46 16s. He
bad said £50, and” apologised for the
£3 14s,

Me. BATH: No attack on the legal
profession had been made by him in
moving the amendment. The Attorney
General, owing to lack of arguwent,
abused the Opposition. There was a
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vast difference between the dentist who
paid stamp duty on the -certificate
entitling him to practise und a boy enter-
ing on a legal career. A dentist’s
certificate enabled him at once to earn a
considerable income, while the articled
clerk had to travel a long way before he
earued anvthing. The Treasurer argued
that the £1( duty was imposed on the
latter bLecause of the special knowledge
required. Did the payment ensure that
the boy bad that knowledge? On the
contrary, did not the fee often prevent
poor parents from entering promising
boys in the legal profession? Aguainst
some of the duties it might be difficult
to argue specifically; but not so with
this one, when compared with the duty
of 5s. on articles of apprenticeship. For
the articled clerk’s £10 duty no justifica-
tion had becn attempted by Ministers.
Members who desired that any profession
should be open to any promising boy
must agree with the amendinent.

Amendment, put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. 13
Noes e 22
Majority against ... 9
AYE3 NoEs.
Mr. Bath Mr. Barpett
Mr. Bolton Mr. Brebber
Mr, Gull Mr, Brown
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Butcher
Mr, Hicka Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Hudson Mr, Davies
My, Johnson Mr. Eddy
Mr. Lyuch Mr. Ewing
Mr. Seaddan Mr. Gordon
Mr. Taylor Mr. Gregory
Mr, Ware Mr. Hayward
Mr, A. J. Wilson Mr. Keenan
Mr. Troy (Tetler). Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. N, J. Moore
Mr. §. F. Moore
Mr. Piesae
Mr. Price
My, Smith
Mr. Veryard
My, F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick {Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Tag TREASURER moved an amend-
ment, that the following be udded to
paragraph (b) : -

Receipt of master or mate, coastwise, taken

in lisu of bill of lading, for goods not exceed-
ing half a ton, weight or measurement, 3d.

Mz. 8. F. MOORE : The amendment
proposed to treat similarly coastal and
foreign bills of lading; whereas the
former shoutd be treated more liberally.
He moved that all the words after

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Commitiee.

“lading,” in the a.men&ment., be struck

out.

Tae TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber's farther amendient would leave the
law as it stood, and coastwise bills of
lading would continue to bear a duty of
1s. The present Act provided for this;
but owing to the presence of the words
“for goods exported,” a doubt arose
whether goods sent coastwise could be
deemed to be “exported.” Hence, onthe
second reading he expressed his intention
of striking out these words, thus insuring
that all bills of lading should bear a
ghiling stamp. A northern member,
however, pointed ont that North-West
residents were in the habit of ordering
small parcels of goods from Perih and
Fremantle, and on such parcelsit would be
bard to inflict ashilling stamyp duty; hence
the amendment reducing the duty to 3d.
He failed to see why the Timber Combine,
shipping 100 loads of timber to the North-
West, should not pay 1s. duty the same
as if ghipping 100 loads to another part
of the world; and he failed to see why
coal proprietors should not pay ls. duty
an 150 tons of coal sent along the coast.
The object of the amendment was to pro-
tect people in getting small domestic or
trade supplies, and to assist those in the
North-West or at any port along our
coast.

Mr. 8. F. Moore: Then let the weight
be one ton.

Tre TREASURER: This was a very
small charge. What was 3d. on halfa
ton of irom, or 1s. on a ton of iron ?

Mr. 8. F. Moore: Then keep it
at 1s.

Tae TREASURER: That would be
good for the Treasury, but there was no

| desire to be harsh on the smull man.

The member for Irwin evidently did not
want people residing in the North.West
to get small parcels taken up by steamers |
at a cheap rate. If we left it at ls.,a
person getting a suit of clothes up by
steamer would need to pay ls. stamp
duty on the parcel. The duty should he
3d. on such a parcel.

Mz. BUTCHER: There was no desire
to increase tho taxation or to inflict any
farther burden on the people in the
North-West. There was a desire to see
the duty reduced and the measurement
inereased to a ton, because half a ton was
a very small measurement. By increas-
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ing the measuremeni it would not be '

conceding much,

Mz, BOLTON : The member for 1rwin
would not obtain the object he sought,

because the effect of the amendment -

would be to make the charge 1s. for
every parcel. Apparently the hon. mem-
ber had moved the awmendment without
taking notice of the proposal of the
Treasurer to make the charge 3d. for
packages measuring under hall a ton.
The duty of 1s. was well enough for per-
sons dealing largely in heavy goods, but

sowe persons had 1o send to Perth from |

the North-West for 10lbs. of potatoes,
and it was not fair to charge ls. stamp
duty on such small parcels.
posal of the T'reasurer was very fair.

Mr. MALE: The intention of the
member for Trwic had been misunder-
stood. It was to improve on the Trea-
surer's amendment by making the charge
3d. for all receipts for cargo along the
coast. He (Mr. Male) was pleased the

- Treasurer had made some concession,
but he regretted the Minister had not
seen his way clear to go as far as the
wrember for Irwin wished. The prin-
ciple of penalisivg shippers on the coast
was unfair, and it was not by any means
an equitable tax, People living inland
had goods sent by rail without paying
any stamp duty; but because persons

unfortunately lived alongthe coast, beyond

the range of railway communication, they
were penalised by a stamp duty on every
consignment, which was hardly an
encouragement to people to settle in
the North. Rather it was a handicap.
The old stamp duty imposed a tax of 3d.
on all receipts for cargo measuring half
a ton. Now that 3d. was to be raised to
Is. In fairness to the settlers in the
North-West, the Treasurer should recon-
sider the mafter, and if not able to reduce
the duty to 3d. on all consignments, he
might extend to one ton the measurement
on which 3d. would be the duty.

Me. Bate: The duty of 1s. might be
evaded by dividing the tonnage into
more than one parcel.

Me. MALE: That would hardly be
the case, because the ship would.charge
for the additional bills of lading that
would be necessary.

Awmendment (Mr. 8. F. Moore’s) put
and negatived.

The pro- .
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Mr. BUTCHER moved an amevd-
went on the Treusurer’s amendment—

That the words “ half a ™ be struck out, and

“one” inserted in lien.
The object was to extend the exemption
of the 1s. duty o goods measuring one
ton, instead of half a ton, as mentioned
in the paragraph sought to be included
in the Bill by the ‘LCreasurer. It would
be a little concession to the small people
living in coastal towns.

Mr. TAYLOR: The arguments put
forward by those representing the North-
West were bardly strong enough. 1If
those interested would make a clean
breast of the matter and say this was for
the benefit of the traders, members could
understand the-amendment. Half a ton
was no small package, Members would
facilitale people in every part of the
State getting comforts for their homes;

. but to make the measurement a ton was

- traders.

more than the suit of clothes mentioned
previously, and was purely a matter for
There certainly was no reason
why the people in the North-West
should be taxed because they got their
goods by water, when we did not tax
people getting goods by rail, though of
course it was infinitely more costly to
et goods by rail than by water; but the
%ommittee should not vote for the
increase in the mezsurement with the
belief that it was for the benefit of
settlers. The amendimnent was not in the
interest of the settlers, but was in the
interest of traders who wanted to geta
ton of stuff exempt from paying 1s.
stamp duty. .

Mr. BUTCHER: The hon. member
was not open to conviction, therefore it

{ was no use explaining the amendment

for his benefit. But the hon. member
had been talking about a subject of which
he knew absolutely nothing. If the hon.
member knew anything about trading in
the North-West he would know how
useless a ton of poods would be to the
trader. The traders bad their stuff
forwarded in scores of tons at a time.
The people he wished to protect were
Government officials living in the dif-
ferent ports, who liked to get their
parcels of fruit or vegetables up. It was
not the traders at all.  The amount was
reasonable and just, and every person
who bad been to the Novth would say
that.
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Mr. BOLTON: The meinber for
Mt. Margaret did not know what be was
talking about. It had been the practice
up to the present time to charge 3d. for
any small parcel, and it was a mistake
that the amount for a parcel should be
increased to 1s. We wished to revert to
the former charge. It was only neces-
sary to send a pair of wheels to the
North to be over balf a ton weight or
measurement, and it was for the ship to
say whether the weight or measurement
was tuken, and the stamp duty was paid
avcording to the ship’s measurement.

Tue TREASURER : So many goods
were carried by mensurewent that it was
impossible to get the dead weight ; there-
fore the Committee should not strike out
the word * measurement.” If we altered
the amount to one ton the Government
would lose revenue, and we wanted every
penoy of revenue we could pessibly
collect. Not so many pairs of wheels
were sent to the North as members
thought, and if they were sent, then 1s.
should be paid on them.

Mzr. TAYLOR : The wmonthly Statis-
tieal Abstract, which the Treasurer the
other evening said was not a reliable
document——

Tre TrEssURER : Nothing of the kind
was said by him. Look at Hanserd.

Mz. TAYLOR : We had to take the
Abstract as correct, and il gave the fotal
imports at the various ports during

1904-5 as follow :—Carnarvon, £6,033 .

in twelve months ; Port Hedland, £6,485 ;
Derby, £4,202 ; Onslow, £4,442; Wynd-
ham, £2,498; Dongarra, £146.

Mr. 8. F. Moore: That was not cor-
rect.

Mr. TAYLOR: There was another
wember who questioned the accuracy of
the figzures. Every assistance should be
given to help the people up North. He
would not assist to help the Treusurer by
imcreasing the duty. There was no desire
to prevent people in the North-West frem
getting their supplies as cheaply as pos-
sible; at the same time he was strongly
of opinion that as far as the small pevple
in the North-West were concerned, that
section of the community would be met
by the proposal of the Treasurer. A ton
measurement wag more than a small
parcel. :

Mr. HAYWARD: The member for
Mt Margaret, in reading out the returns,
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had misled the House, perbaps uninten-
tionally. These imports did not apply to
coastwise trade at all.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes - .. 16
Noes e e .. 20
Majority against 4
AYES. Nogs.
Mr. Bath My, Barnett
Mr.- Bolton . Mz, Brebher
Mr. Butcher i Mr. Brown
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Davies
Mr, (Gu)l + Mr. Eddy
Mr. Haywnrd { Mr, Bwiuy
Mr, Horan + Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hudson + Mr. Gregory
Mr. Johneou Mr. Heitmaon
Mr. Male Mr, Keennn
My, 8. F. Mooro Mr. Lynch
Mr, Piesse Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Senddan Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr, Walker My, Price
Mr. Ware Mr. S3mith
Mr. Troy (Teller). Mr. Tayltor
Mr. Veryard
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Hardwick (Telicr).

Amendment (Mr. Butcher's) thus
negatived ; the Treasurer's amendment
pasgsed.

The TREASURER moved an awend-
ment— .

That paragraphs (¢.) and (d.) be struck out,
and the following inserted in lieu :—(c.) Under
the heading '* Conveyance or Transfer,” after
the word “ property” the following words ara
inserted : (" exeept any serip or ehares of any
incorporated mining company carrying on the
business of mining withip the Stata™) Alse,
after line 6, a paragraph is inserted aa followa:
—Transfer on sule of any scrip or share certi-
ficate of any incorporated mining company
carrying on the business of mining within the
State, 1d.

Amendment passed.

On farther motion by the TrEASURER,
a paragraph added as follows:—

{e.) Under the heading “ Policy of Inmsur-
ance on any veasel,” all the words and figures

from the word " Policy ™ to “and see Sections
67-G9 ¥ inclusive, are struck out.

Clause as amended agreed to.

New Clause:
Tae TREASURER moved that the
following be added as a clause:—

Amendmend of Section 23,—Section twenty-
three of the principal Act is hereby amended
by inserting after the word ** unnecessary,” in
line tweénty-two, the words “and on payment
by the applicant of such fee as may be pre-
scribed by regulation which the Governor is
hereby anthorised to make.”

Clause agreed to.
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New Clause:

Me. TAYLOR (in ubsence of Mr.
Collier) moved that the following be
added us a clause :—
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" which they would bave to give a receipt

The funds of any registered friendly society :

aro hereby exempt from the provisions of this
and the principal Act.

He did not thiuk the Treasurer would be
too anxious to enforce taxation of friendly
gocieties, because they paid those who
were injured or ill, in many. cases he
believed weekly amounts; the amount in
some societies being 308. o week.

Tue TREASURER: If this clause
were carried, friendly societies would be
exempt from all taxation under this
measure or the principal Act.

Me. Scappan: The hon. wmember re-
ferved to the contributions of members.

Tee TREASURER: That was not
specified.

M=z, Scappan: No; but that was the
idea. Tt was a watter of franing a new
clavse,

Tae TREASURER could not frame a
new clause on the spur of the moment; to
meet the idea of the hon. member,

Mr. BATH: The idea of the hon.
member was that in case of receipts for
the contributions of members, the friendly
gocieties should be exempt from the
stamp duty. The clause was somewhat
comprehensive as it stood, and if the
Minister gave an opportunity on recom-
mittal, a clause inight be drafted to meet
the specific desire the hon. member had
in his mind.

THE TrEASURER: Was it of so much
importance ? Did not the bulk of the
friendly societies pay their sums in
amounts under £2 ?

Mr. BATH: No; often they let the
amvunt run on.

THE Treasures: How many would
get the benefit, if the request made were
acceded to?

Mz, BATH: Then there was the re- -

ceipt of sick pay, for instance.
B, Tavror:; That was what he (Mr.
Taylor) was aiming at.

Tue TREASURER: If they paid
more than £2, was it not because they
had fallen into atrears ?

Mr. TAYLOR: No.
be made fortnightly.
member for Boulder desired to relieve
members of friendly societies whe had
fallen ill and were receiving sick pay

Payments might

He understood the

for. Sometimes they were away at Perth,
and the money would be sent from Kal-
goorlie.

THE TaeasvreEr: They could give two
receipts, aud not one, for the whole.

Mr. TAYLOR thought it would be
better if we could exempt these people.

Me. SCADDAN: Moneys - received
from the members of friendly societies
were included in the exemptions, but he
understood the object of the member for
Boulder was that members who received
sick pay should algo be vxempt. We
could amend the Act so that paynents to
or from any of these societies’ members
would be exempt.

Clause put and negatived.

Tae TREASURER : Any member had
a right to move for recommittal. When
we suw the clause the hon. mnember wished
to draft, we could come to a decision as
to whether we could agree to it or not,

Title :

On mgtion by the TREASURER, the Title
amended, des¢ribing the measure as an
Act to further amend the Stamp Act
1882 and to amend the Stamp Act
Amendment Act, 1845,

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.
RECOMMITTAL.

On wotion by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Bill recommitted for amendments.

New Clause:

Me. TROY moved that the following
be added us a clause:—

Any person who, before or during his ser-
vice under articles has taken the degree of
Bachelor of Laws or of Arts at any university
recoguised by the Board in the United King-
dom or any part of the Commonwealth of Aus.
tralin or of New Zealand ehall, after serving
a term of Articles for three years, beadmitted
to practice as a barrister, solicitor, attorney,
and proctor,

He desired to liberalise the measure in a
sense, and to bring it ioto conformity
with the Acts existing in the other States
and in other portions of the British
dominjons. The parent Act provided
that any person who possessed the degree
of bachelor of laws might, after serving a
terin of three years’ articles, be admitted
to the bar; and since the degree of
bachelor of arts was very similar to the
degree of bachelor of laws,-he wanted
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to have that ivserted also, so that any
person who gained this degree either
bafore he became articled or during the
services of his term might be entitled,
after passing the law examinations, to be
admitted as a Dbarrister or solicitor.
Either of the degrees could be obtained
in this State, because evervy year there
were examinations held wader the patron-
age of the Adelaide University.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERATL: A
wide distinction must be drawn between
the degree of bachelor of laws and that
of bachelor of urts. A person who had
the degree of bachelor of laws obtained
it largely through his knowledge of law;
whereas a person who took the degree of
bachelor of arts obtained it purely and
simply through bis kuowledge of ordinary
subjects, sonie of these Deing entirely
remole from the consideration of law.
Oune could” get the degree of bachelor
of “arts through knowledge of modern
languoges, and even through artistic
knowledge which some of ws indulged
in with regard® to classical matters.

The principal Act provided that a bachelor |

of laws could be admitted after serving
three years’ articles, complying with the
rules, and passing examipations. The
amendment was mostirregular; and even
if it were wise, the mmover should have
sought to insert it in the proper sub-
section of the principal Act. As it stood,
the amendinent would provide that any
hachelor of urts who served a term of
articles would thereupon becowme a bar-
tister, This would override the principal
Act, and enable men to gain admission
without exantination. The Bill dealt with
but one section of the comnunity, the

managing clerks; and if we extended it to |

deal with articled clerks, we should open,
a door that would be hard to shut.

M=z. HUDSON agreed with much said
by the Attorney General. For the legal
profession educational qualifications were
essentisl. The amendment would lead
to great confusion in the principal Act
and its amendments. If the mover at-
tempted persenally to take both the I.L.B.
and the B.A. degrees, he would ascertain
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and Cambridge the LL.B. degres was
never taken. The amendment would
bring our law into conformity with that
of the Eastern States, where the terwn of

. articles was for a hachelor of arts reduced

to three years. Why place greater hard-
ships and restrictions on our law students
then were placed on law students in other
States ? The result was thata South Aus-
tralian student who could be admitted to
the bar of that State aftcr taking his B.A.
degree wnd serving three years’ articles,
came bere apd was, after six months,
udwmitted to practise with Western Aus-
tralian barristers who had served for five
years. If this policy were parsued, all

© our legal talent would be imported from

the East. Why not allow our students
the advantages of the liberal conditions
enjoyed in the sister Stutes and New
Zealand, us well as throughout the
Empire? Would the Attorney General
alter the amendment so as to put it in
order?

THE ATTOoRKEY GFENERAL: No.

Amendinent put and negatived.

New Clause—Degrees honoris cansa
Tae ATTORNEY GENERATL moved
that the following be added as a clause :—

The Barristers’ Board may present to any
person, honoris cousa, a certificate entitling
him to be adwmitted a practitioner, notwith-
standing that such person shall not have com-
plied with the provisions of the principal Act
or any Act amending the same, in respect of
the qualifications therein prescribed as neces-
sary for such admisaion, or in respect of any of
such qualifications. Provided that no person
so admitted shall be entitled, by reason of such
admission, to engage himself in the practice or
discharge of any legal business for reward, or
to appear a8 counsel or solicitor in any cause,
matter, or suit in any court of civil or criminal
jurisdiction in Western Australia.

This power was enjoyed Dby all the bodies
entitled to confer legul degrees in the old
country. In these bodiesthe juriadiction
wag inherent; whereas our board was
appoiated by statute. 1t might be desir-
able to extend to distinguished visitors

¢ the compliment of degrees honoris causa ;

the great difference between them. The

subjects studied for a B.A. degree had
nothing to do with law, and m some
universitivs did not inclnde even logic.
Mz. TROY : Between the two degrees
the distinetion was slight.

At Oxford

and such degrees were purely honorary.

Mr. WaLger: Was not the molion
rather outside the scope of the Bill?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and that he bad already admitted. But
this was not an operative clanse. It did
not admit or reject any candidate, and it
was almost formal.



Coal Indusiry :

Mr. A. J. WILSON : The clause was
an innovation, Ou what grounds would
the degrees be conferred? If it were
desired to honour the gentleman
mentioned the othor night by the mem.
ber for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes), the
Barristers’ Board might find means of
doing so without wmoving the whole
machinery of Parliawent.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: None
could forecast the circumstances in which
the board would grant an hounorary
degree. If a solicitor or barrister of high
standing in the East came here as a
visitor and was entertained by the board,
by the profession, or by the Judges, the
circumstances might warrant the grant.
ing of a degree, which was leoked on asa
high compliment. Such degrees were
given only to distinguished strangers, or
to distinguished statesmen who had
earned them.

Mgz. Hupson: In this State were some
doctors honorie causa.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and one of them, who was famous, might
possibly accept this degree from the
board.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The member
for Claremont originally proposed this-as
a means of admitting to the profession
anyone who had for five years been
Registrar of the Supreme Court.

TARE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That pro-
posal hads been rejected by the Govern-
ment.

Mgr. A. J. WILSON: Was that to be
the reason for passing the new clause?

Question put and negatived.

Bill farther reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

At 6-30, the Seeaxser left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed. '

. MOTION—COLLIE COAL INDUSTRY, TO
ADOPT RECOMMENDATIONS.

Debate resumed from the 18th July,
on the motion by Mr. Ewing, * That the
recommendations contained 10 Dr. Jack’s
report upon the Collie Coal Industry
should be given effect to by the Govern-
ment.”

Me. T, HAYWARD (Wellington):
I wish to say but few words on the
motion. In advocating the adoptien of
Dr. Jack's report, it must be borpe in
wind that he was quite impartial and
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that he arrived at his conclusions after
seven months’ serious consideration. I
wish to refer to two paragraphs of his
report which bear particularly on this
question, In paragraph 92, Dr. Juck
states that ores and concentrates of
different values are carried at rates
according to their value, and he argues
that coal is an ore of heat and power,
and therefore should be carried in accord-
unce with its value as compared with
Newcustle coal. The force of thut argu-
ment muost be apparent to every member.
It is a very impartial and corvect stute-
ment to make. It is very evident that if
Collie coal is to be carried at the same
rate as and in competition with New-
castle coal, it is not given a fair chance.
I think this recommendation should be
carried out, and if it were it would
greatly assist the industry. The recom-
mendation in paragraph 107 is that if
the rate of curriage for Newcastle coul is
fixed at two-thirds of & penny per ton,
the rate for Collie coal should be a half.
penny. The report also states that it
would be observed that when the haulage
rates are two-thirds of a penny and one
halfpenny per ton respectively, 10s. per
ton was an equitable price for Collie coal,
based upon a price for Newcastle coal
quoted at Fremantle of 13s. 4d. per ton.
The case has been clearly put by the
member for Collie, and I hope members
will take the recommendations of Dr.
Jack into serious consideration, and that
the Glovernmeut will feel it to be their
duty to adopt the report as has been pro-
posed. It is only fair to the Collie and
to the State generally that these recom-
mendations should be carried out.  In
relation to the question of the use of
local eoal on the railways, it was stated
before the commission that the Com.
missioner of Railways in Victoria was
prepared to pay 2s. per ton over and
above its commercial value for Victorian
coal for the sake of having a coal-mining
industry in that State; and I think that
applies equally to this State. I do not
need to say more than that I hope the
Government will see their way to carry
out the recommendations of Dr. Jack.
Me. H E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : I wish at the outset to assure
the hon. member for Collic and other
bon. members that while my remarks
may be somewhat opposed Lo this motion,
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I do not intend exactly opposing it. But
I think it only right that at least both
sides of the question should be placed
before the House; and bhaving had some
little experience of this local commodity,
I feel it my duty to put before members
just a few matters in connection there-
with. I do not intend, to wmake any
lengthy remarks. T do not think the
matter really calls for lengthy remarks.
I listened very carefully to the member
for Collie, and I have refreshed my
memory since then; but I feel somehow
that I hardly know what the hon. mem.
bér really wants, unless it be that he
considers the whole crux of the question
lies in the amount of the freights
charged for the carriage of the coal from
the pit's mouth to the distant depdts of
the Railway Department. If that be it,
it is, in my opinion, more a matter for the
administration of the Railway Depart-
ment than for discussion in this House;
but if the hon. member was working
gradually up to that point, he used a good
many argnwents, notably that of the calor-
ific value of Collie coal as compared with
Newcastle, which give one the right to
enter into the disabilities, if they may be
so termed. existing in rvegard to Collie
coal, and which really belong to it. For
instance, members are not aware of the
real cost of this coal to the Siate. I do
not waut my remarks to be misconstrued ;
I am not running down the Collie cozl by
any means. [ bave used a good deal of
it, and in some cases I have found it an
excellent coal, but in other instances T
have found it not fit to tip into the sea,
and not fit to be put on any locomotive
tender. Members may rewmember that
hefore Collie coal could be used on our
locomotives with any success it was found
necessary to alter the pattern of the
grates. That wmeant that the fire-bars, in
order to burn this coal, bad to be made
on a different pattern, very much wider in
the spaces. In addition to that, it was
also found necessary, mainly I believe
in the interests of our agricultural friends,
to put special funnels on the locomotives
at considerable cost. These funnels were
not successful because they failed to
answer the purpose for which money had
been expended on them. If they did
arrest the sparks, they uswally arrested
the engine and the train as well, and if
they were found to be inconvenient in
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running the train they were allowed to
get into a lovse way, which allowed not
only the train to proceed on its way but
the sparks aluo, and as many sparks were
emitted as if no mwoney had been expeoded
on these funnels. I maintain, notwith-
standing that the coal has a great deal to
recommend it, as the wember represent-
ing the district has told us—and even
now the department is using a greater
proportion of i, some 79 per cent. I
believe—still it should be pointed out
that the cost of the alteration of the
grates and funnels, or smoke-stacks, of
the locomotives should really be debited
to Collie coal. There is not the least
doubt that but for Collie coal these alter-
ations would not have been necessary,
though if the alterations carried out had
been successful, the cost, for the sake of
a loczl industry, would bave been justi-
fied. I will go so far as to say that, but
I believe that a much larger sum was
spent on those so-called improvements
than was unecessary; and if that sum
were debited to Collie coal, as it should
be, the cost of that coal to the State
would be very much higher than some
members think. Then I would farther
point out that there is, in many in-
stances, more expenditure in connec-
tion with Collie coal than would be
incurred with Newcastle coal. When
Collie coal was first used, Newcastle coal
was then in general use, but en a few
engines Collie coal was used, not exactly
for testing purposes; but notwithstand-
ing there was no officer appointed to ride
on the locomotive to test the coal, a given
quantity of coal was eked out to each
engine and a careful computation was
kept by the department. It was found
almost impossible at the time of which I
speak to break the coal with the small
hammers supplied to those engaged on
the engines. The member for Colle .
could bear me out in this, although he
smiles. It was found pecessary to first
of all break the conl on the coal stage
before putting it on the locomotive. Not
only could it not be broken, but it used
to fly into small pieces in a mwanner most
dangerous to the men and to the safety
of the gauge glasses and other breakables
on the foot-plate. From that date to
the prezent it has been necessary to
engage an additional staff to break the
Collie coal from the big sizes in which it
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is delivered, to the ordinary size in which
Newcastle coal is delivered to the engines.
If you put Collie coal on tbe tenders or
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in the bunkers, which is worse, it is im-

possible to break it in time to use it.
So it was found necessary to ewploy
additional hands to break it up. Alse
if the coal is handled in its green state
there is a good deal of slack. It was
found necessary to screen it before putting
it on the engines. This all goes to
show the additional labour necessary to
handle this coul, the cost of which does
not show in the cost of the coal to the
State. If sll this is taken into considera-
tion, it will at least let the Government
gee that Collie coal has had a fair chance
up to now. Then, again, there is a con-
siderable loss of weight in transit. It has
been proved beyond doubt—and even Dr.
Jack admits it—that if it takes, as it
does unfortunately, four or five or six
days for a truck of coal to go from ColHie
to, say, Kalgoorlie or Menzies—and
delays are necessary sometimes-—there is
a considerable loss, no matter what you
do, in that coal. Its expesure to the
atmosphere has a deteriorating effect;
and if the truck were weighed on leaving
the mine at Collie and carefully guarded
all the way to Ealgoorlie—if it took
four or five days on the journey—and
then weighed again at Kalgoorlie, it
would surprisc members to know the
loss in transit. There is another diffi-
culty, to my mind the most serious of
all: and if the member for Collie can
see any way out of this difficulty, he will
not only do as great a service to the
State as Dr. Jack did, but even greater
service. If 1 remember rightly, the hon.
member in discussing Dr. Jack’s report
considered that Dr. Jack was heaven-
sent, that he bad done such a service to
the State as no other man ever did
before. And now when I agree with the
hon. member, he disputes that Dr. Jack
did a service to the State. The difficulty
I refer to is this. If it were possible for
the daily sapply of Collie coal to arrive
at the different depéts and the supply
could be used daily, there would be no
complaints as te Collie coal : the evil
would be removed, and the difficulty
which now arises daily would disappear.
But what do we find? The difficulty
1s this, that the mines have a certain
output per day, and I speak with some
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little knowledge as I was stationed at
that depdt for some time and know that a
certain output takes place daily; aund
although the coal is consigned from
Collie every day, the first stage is to
Brunswick Junction. At this Junction,
which is passed by the Bunbury traffic,
there is not always room for half or a
small percentage of the coal to be taken
on, there is not room on the train which
has a certain tennage to baul, and there
is not sufficient room on the train to baul
the coal. I am explaining that if a train
leaves Bunbury fully loaded or mnearly
full, it is impossible for that train to
take up several trucks of coal, or the
train would be overloaded from Bruns-
wick Junction. Members can see that.
There i3 a loco-depdt at Collie, and that
depét sends locomotives to Brumswick
and back, the bomeward trip being done
with empty trucks. If so many loaded
trucks are left at Brunswick to be for-
warded to their destination, which in all
cases but one is to the capital, the excep-
tion being the Bunbury end, it is not
possible for a train to take on all
the conl. The wember says that it is
not the faull of the coal. Who said it
was? I am dealing with the disabilities
under which the coul labours, and if the
hon. member can remove those disabilities
go much the better for the Coliie coal.
This tonnage is sometimes more than the
engine can haul, so that the coal has to
remain at Brunswick Junction. The coal
is taken as far as Picton Junction, where
aguin there is a branch fromn Greenbushes,
and the trains are often overlonded there.
The coal is left at Picton. From there it
goes to Pinjarrah, where all trains are
reduced and the coal is left at Pinjarrah.
The trains which are following cannot
make room for the coal left at Pinjarrah,
so that it bas to remain thers. The coal
is carried from Pinjarrah to Perth, and
by the time it reaches Perth it sometimes
happens it is two or three days from the
time it left Collie nntil it reaches Perth.
Members know 1he alteration of grade at
Midland Junection, which causes the loads
to bc condiderably reduced. It takes
generally & week, snmetimes more, for
coal to get to Kalgoorlie. 1 may tell
the member for Collie I have had a
look through Dr. Jack's report; I bave
not digested it as much as he has done,
and I wust compliment him on his know-
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ledge of that report, which is very
voluminous and takes a deal of time to
digest. The coal takes a week to get to
Kalgoorlie, and according to a section of
Dr. Jack's report if this coal could be
used in two days there would be uv com-
plaints or loss through deterioration or
exposure to the atmosphere. I can
absolutely bear out that statement from
my own personal and practical knowledge.
If the coul could be used within two days
of mining there would be no trouble with
the coal. But it is not possible to get it
to Kalgoorlie under existing arrange-
ments under a week. Dir. Jack’s state-
ments go to prove that. When the coal
renches Kalgoorlie it is not worth much.
If the member for Collie can get better
arrangements for the transit of thia coal
he will overcome one of the greatest
disabilities it labours under. I am
inclined to think instead of the mem-
ber hanging round the ome point
of a reduction of freights, if he could
arrange for the Government to ullow the
coal to get toits destination ina far shorter
time, he peed not ask for a reduction of
freights, because the usual practice—
and I speak now again from local know-
ledge—in Kalgoorlie is to nse the coal
that comes first to hand, and not the
coal that comes last. Tt will be recog-
nised at once that it is not possible to
forward a day’s supply day by day,
therefore it is necessary for Kalgoorlie to
keep at least from 120 tons to 180 tons
of Collie coal on huud. This coal is kept
on hand in a heap, and it would become
absolutely useless in u few months, not
fit not only for locomotive purposes, but
not fit for anything at all, except for the
duststorms to blow it away when it goes
to powder. Collie coal being used daily,
the department use the coal in the heap
as 1t stands, apd as the coal comes it is
placed at the end of the heap. It
naturally follows that a fortnight may
elapse before coal is used, and in a fort-
night the coal bepins to go bad. We
know of the case of a fire at Kalgoorlie
where spontaneous combustion took place,
and at Southern Cross.

Mgr. Horan: There was no spon.-
taneous combustion at all. It took fire,
not from spontaneous combustion.

Mz. BOLTON : If it is a matter of a
technical term, the member can follow me
and give the House an explanation of the
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fire. The department spent a good deal
of money trying to trace the origin of
that fire, and perhaps the member will be
able to tell the Houss and the depart-
ment how it oceurred. I only know the
department tried to find out the orgin of
that fire. Tt is not possible to use the
coal when fresh mined. If it were
possible, all the disabilities under which
Collie coal labours would be removed.
TUntil such timeas the department, I wus
going to say wakens up and agrees to
hasten the transit of the coal, it is no
use people talking of & reduction of
freights. It freights were reducel
according to the calorific value of the
coal

Mz. Ewina: We are not asking for a
reduction.

Mg. BOLTON: Then I have to admit
that after all 1 have listened to and read,
I do not know what the member for
Callie wanis. What is the necessity for
the motion? I take the opportunity of
suying that when I interjected during his
speech be said, *“ My word, the hon. mem-
ber for North Fremantle has grasped it
at last.” Evidently he was too previous,
for I have not grasped it, and I do not
Eknow when I shall graspit. I know how
the motion reads and what it entails. It
deals principally with Dr. Jack's report.
If the member says I am wrong in saying
that it asks for a reduction of freights,
or preferential rates, then I do not know
what the motion means. If it were
possible to use the coal when fresh mined,
then I think the member for Collie and
the people of Collie would have no cause
to complain. At present that is not
possible. And there seems fo be no
immediate reason for believing that it
will ever be possible to export coal.
That being 8o I cannot understand why
the people of Collie do net work up a
private trade. I cannot understand why
the Government should use 79 per cent.
of the coal that is mined at Collie, and
that the Government should be the only
milch cow., To put it in other words,
why is it that a bigger percentage of this
coal cannot be used outside the Govern-
ment gervice if the coal is so good? Iam
not saying it is, and Iam not going
to say it is not. I have used Collie
conl exclusively for ten months on the
South-Western traflic, when practically
there was nu Newcastle coal used. T
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used this coal on my locomotive, and it.’
gave satisfaction to myself as a driver,

although the hon. member will say that
the drivers opposed the use of Collie coal,
and were the greatest enemies of it.

Mg, Ewing: So they did.

Mr. BOLTON: I used it, and I am
oot going to -say that Collie coal is as
good as Newcastle coal, or that it ever
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of Newcastle coal from Fremantle, 1aking
it from the ship's side to the pit’s mouth;
and I think that explains a good deal of
the opposition or antagonism between

, the Commissioner of Railways and the

will be. But if the coal is so good as the .

hon. member says, and on which the hon.
member asks the Government to adopt
the report of Dr, Jack, why cannot he
convince the people outside the Railway
"Department that it is so good ?

Me. Ewing: The private trade is
increasing every day.

Mr. BOLTON: Then I am quite
satisfied that up to the present time the
Government have given every chance to
this coal, and that no farther concessions
should be sought by the Coilie coal pro-
prietors, or those ioterested in the
industry. :

M=z. Ewing: We are not asking for
concessions,

Mz. Troy : What are you asking for?

M=z. BOLTON: I do not know what
the hon. member is asking for. The
(overnment have treated the Collie coal
fairly up till now, and provided the coal
owners are increasing their private trade,
I believe the industry will advance at
Collie. The hon. member said according
to the calorific value—he was then deal-
ing with a remark of the memher for
Ivanhoe on the different pgrades of ore
according to the different rates of freight
—said Newcastle coal being equal to
14,000 units roughly, and Collie coul to
my knowledge being 9,000 units to
11,000 units, which I think a fair and
liberal estimate, for it does not exceed
11,000 units, he would claim that New-
castle coal should pay a higher freight
than Collie eoal. I cannot quite agree
with him. I do not want to openly
oppose the member altogether, but I do
not see how it would pay the Commis-
sioner of Railways to carry, say, 15
trucks of Collie coal loaded to their full
capacity, cheaper or as cheap as it would
pay him to carry 11 trucks of Newcastle
coal, when he can get the same results
from 11 trucks of Newcastle coal as from
12 to 15 trucks of Collie coal. It would
cost the Commissioner more to haul 15
wagons from Collie than to hanl 12 trucks

member for Collie. The Commissioner
for Railways looks at it from a commer.
cial point of view, Hesays, “If I can
get Newcastle coal to generate sufficient
steam for a certain number of engines
and so many wagons for so many tons,
it pays me to do that ruther than to
have to double the wagons and the haul-
ing power to the fields from the pit's
mouth.”” T do not blame ihe hon. mem-
ber for endeavouring to get this Govern-
ment or any other Government to adopt
the report of Dr. Jack; but the motion
does not go far enough. It is not sufli-
ciently explanatory of what he means to
adopt. I should not have taken this line
in my concluding remarks, but for the
fact that I do not know exactly what the
member for Collie wants.

Mgr. Ewina: Have you not read the
report ?

Mr. BOLTON: I have read some
portions of the report. I have picked out
what interests me; and I expected the
Zentleman  representing that industry
and that centre, knowing he would deal
with the subject, to put the matter more
clearly. T have carefully listened to him
and buve since read the speech. I thoughf
at first that he had put it clearly, but by
his interjection I find I am on the wrong
track. 1 do not know what he wants by
this motion, except that Dr. Jack's report
be adopted by this Government. That is
very easy; but if the adoption means a
reduction of freights nr preferential rates,
this Government has not the power to
grant them. .,

Me. Ewina: Not preferential rates.

Mr. BOLTON: If it means that the
price of coal is to be increased and that
the Government will have to pay more
than they are doing now, the Govern.
ment will have to think twice before
adopting the suggestion. The only thing
which bas been put in consists of a
quotation of a section or several sections
of Dr. Jack’s report. 1 want once more
to explain why I speak on this occasion.
This is not the first time o similar
motion, perbaps not dealing with Dr.
Jack’s report but asking for & Royal
Commiszion and dealing generally with
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the Collie coal industry, has come before
this House. I have refrained since I
have been a member from speaking on
the subject, but 1 deewm it necessary to
do so on this occasion with a view not
necessarily of being in oppositivn to the
motion, but of having both sides of the
question presented, and hoping with the
member for Collie to have some finality
on the subject.

Tee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregory): The motion befare
the House is one urging the Government
to give effect to the report made by Dr.
Jack; and no doubt that report was a
most valuable one. There is no doubt,
to my mind, that Dr. Jack entered most
exhaustively into the question, and in
dealing with every phase of it he
has placed certzin recommendations on
record. In the early stages of his report
he points out to us the great value of
that coalfield. He tells us that, ap-
proximately, there are sumething like
310.000,000 tons of coal there, and if we
were to consume one million tons per
annum there would be sufficient to supply
us for 310 years. The question that

. arose before the Government a little
time ago was whether we were justified
in nssisting this industry. Collie is a
thriving little township with a popula-
lation of 2,500. There has been a good
deal of Government expenditure with
regard to railwavs, and a large amount
of capital has been invested there. The
average number employed in the last
two years has been 377 miners, and
the approximate wages sheet is some-
thing like £75,000 per ansum. We
have produced up to the present 905,000
tons, I may say nearly 1,000,000 tons, to
the value of about £460,000. I think it
was wise on our part to give some assist-
ance to that industry, because there is
not the slight:st doubt that had we not
done so the industry would have collapsed.
That industry would *have been ruined
and those who had invested their capitul
there would have been ruined also. Dr.
Jack in Clause 24 of his report says :-—

That a coal miping industry is of the great-
eat importance to any country which either is,
or aapires to be, a manufacturing centre is so
obviously true that Governments invariably
endeavour to encourage its development. The
Government of Western Australia has heen no

exception to the rule. The Collie coal mines
would probably have remained unopened to
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this day had it not been for an undertaking
“on the part of the Government to nse the out-
put on the railways as far as possible. Even
now, the railway consmmption amounts to 79
per cent. of the whole, The withdrawal of the
ratlway ovder would, therefore, involve the
immediate closing of the mines, unless the
outside consmmption had, in the meantime,
assumed much larger proportions. Tt must
not be forgotten that a considerable amount
of capital bas been sunk on the faith of tha
Government’s policy being adhered to.

I think that is a very interesting phase
of the report, and that it to some extent
exonerates the Government, not of to-day
but the previous Government's, for the
action they always took with a view to’
promoting that industry. We asked
ourgelves the question ““ Are we justified
in trying to promote that induetrey ¥ I
think it is worth while to consider for a
few moments what ig being done in Vie-
toria.  Ouly recently a commission was
appointed there, and it gave a very
exhanstive report in connection with the
coal supplies. One of the most impor:
tant paragraphs says :—

Over two million and a-half tons of coal has
been raised in Gippsland. The freight on
this quantity, caloulated at 3s. per ton, the
average rate paid, amounted to £400,000. The
additional traffic arising from this production,
estimated at not less than 2s. per ton on the
coal carried, would amount to £250,000, mak-
ing the Lotal in freighta £6560,000. The reduc-
tion in the price of coal had in mno small
mengure been dne to the production of Vie-
torian coal. The supplies cost the Railway
Department for the five years prior to 1893 on
tho average 18s. 5. per ton. Since then the
average cost of the 3,378,600 tons supplied had
been 13s. a ton, or a reduction of 5a. 5d. a ton,
or £915,037.

I think that is a very important dedue.
tion made by the Victorian commission,
and I am quite justified in saying that
bat for the Collie output the price of
Newcastle coal here would bave been
considerably higher than it is to-day.
Take the reports of that commission.
We find the commission recommending
a. bonus of 6d. in addition to the previous
bonus. I do not quite follow the Vie.
torian report, which I bave here. Mr.
Hudson i his evidence before the com-
mission stated that the Commissioner's
subsidy on coul from the Outtrim mine
was 3s. 1d. per ton; and I presume that,
in addition, there was 1s. 8d. per ton as
4 Government subsidy. 1 am not certain
whether the Government subsidy is in
addition to what is termed the Commis-
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sioner's subsidy, because another part of
the report makes one think thut the
subsidy of the Commission is something
like 2s.; so I find it very difficult to ascer-
tain exactly the extent to which the
Government or the Commissioner of
Railways is subsidising the Victorian
coal. There is no doubt at least that
over 2a. per ton is being paid to the coal
mines in Victoria, There are many other
recommendations here in connection with
the Victorian wmines, which at the
present time I do not think it neces-
sary for us to take into cousideration.
But I would like to point out that in
addition to the Commissioner’s subsidy
the commission recommend that there
should be a bonus of 6d. per ton, and the
price to be paid by the Commissioner in
Victoriu is 12s. 6d. per ton for the better
qlilla.lity of coal and lls. 6d. per ton for
the second-class coal. The report gives
the following comparison of the values of
.coals :—

Best of New South Wales Coals 100

Average do. 9345
Jumbnnaoa coal 83-00
Outtrim coal ... 818
Coal Creek coal 76'8

I do not think the best of our coal can
be much below the percentage of the
Coal Creek coal. I, think we cau well
say that the Western Australian conl
would be equal to about 70 per cent. us
aguinst the Newcastle coal we receive
here.

Me. Ewive : Higher.

Tne MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I amm putting it at 70 per cent. to be on
the right side. The Royal Commission
in Victoria state that for that coal they
should receive 12s. 6d. per ton and 6d.
per ton subsidy in addition for the
better class of coal, and for the in-
ferior class of coal 11s. 6d. with a
subsidy of 6d. per ton. Tn Western
Australia the prices we are paying
average about 8s. 8d. to 8s. 9d. per ton.
Members will remember that last year
tenders were called for the supply of
Collie coal. I do not want to deal in
any sense with the action of the previous
Government, but when this question
came before us no settlement had Leen
arrived at. There bad been tendcers
received by the departuient, and these
tenders were calculated upon the suec-
cessful tenderer receiving the contract

[26 Jrny, 1908.]

the Recommendations. 655

for the whole of the coal; that is, only
one ¢olliery would be there. The prices
tendered were: Cardiff, 7s. 9d.; Pro-
prietary, 8s. 2d.; Coltie Burn, 8s. 5id.;
and the Co-operative 8s. 10d. per ton.
Qur policy all along has been to try and
have competition in connectivn with these
mines, That is why the railway was
extended to the Collie Burn and the Collie
Cardiff. We desire to keep up this com-
petition, because I feel satisfied that with
a listle protection for a few years, and
encouraging people to use this coal,
we shall have many manufactories in
Western Australia, and it has ‘been con-
¢lusively proved that this coal is almost
equal to Newcastle coal for stationary
engines. It has also done some excellent
work in connection with locomotives, but
forstationary engines it hasbeen proved to
be a pretty good coal, and I am hopeful
that in the near future we shall have
many more manufactories than we have
at present, and that the output from that
district will be considerably greater than
it is now. We want if possible to have
@& cheap coal here, yet at the same time
we want to assist in the development of
that industry ; therefore we told several
of these collieries that we would give them
& maximum price of 8s. 9d. for tha coal
for u period of three years. Thecoal has
been paid for according to the calorific
value, and the price paid to the Cardiff
mine, owing to its lower calorific value, is
less thun that paid to the Co-operative,
which T believe has a higher calorific
value, and at the present time I take a
fair and equitable value of the coal to be
8s. 9d. per ton. Dr. Jack does not agree
with nie in that. He bases the whole of
his urgument on another foundution
entirely. We thought we would fix the
best at 8s. 9d. per ton, which was to be
the maximum price, deduoting afterwards
according to the calorific value, unless it
waa the maximum.

Mz. Lysce : What about royalties ?

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I will come to.them. In addition to pay-
ing the Bs. 9d. per ton, we have decided
to remit the royalties for thesame period,
no matter whether the coal is supplied to
the railways or to private consumers.
We wish to try to build up the trade. 1
explained last session that this remission
will make the price of the coal equal to 9s.
per ton; that is to say, for coal of a
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calorific value of about 10,500 British
thermal units, the actual price paid by
us, including the royalty, is Ys. per ton,
with deductions afterwards if the calorific
value is lower than that specified. I am
quite satisfied that if it were not for the
Collie coal, we should be in a peculiar
predicament, There are shipping com-
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bines; and there has recently beem u °

strike at Newcastle. Very high prices
have recently been charged for Newcastle
cout; and I have not the slightest doubt
that though the quantity of coal sent to
Western Australia from Newcastle is in-
finitesimal compared with the total out-
put of the Newcastle collieries, yet as we
have to deal with shipping and other
combines, were it not for our Collie coal
instend of getting Newcastle coal at
15s. 4d. we should have to pay a inuch
higher price. In Victoria, the price of
Newcastle coal, since local coal mines were
opened up, has been reduced by 5s. 5d.
per ton. T have not a note of the aver-
age price which we pay for Newcastle
coal; but I think T should be on the
right side if I stated its average price to
the West Australian railways at between
189. and £1 per ton. [Mz. Ewina: 22s.]
Lately we have been getting coal fairly
cheap ; but I remember the time when we
paid for it 25s. per ton.

Mg. Lvnca: The Victorian experience
is not conclusive. When Vietoria secured
a reduction in price, there was a similar
reduction at the pit’s mouth in Neweastle,

Tee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Probably. The commission credit the
Victorian coal with securing &0 per
cent. of the reduction. The commission
do not give it the full credit; but they
add to the reduction the freights paid on
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distauce is great—over 600 miles; and
this prevents the coal from being supplied
as cheaply as wood. If the coal could
be carried a little cheaper there would be
a big demand for it in the Day Dawn
district. In the event of a strike or in
the event of war, we way find our rail-
ways without coal, unless we foster our
local industry. When the tenders came
before Cabinet, we considered that the
industry had been started with a large
amount of capital; that many miners
have made Collie their home aud are
getting their living there; and that
after reading Dr. Jack’s reporl we were
justified in giving the maximum price
of Bo. 9d. per ton for that coal. I was
pleased to.night to hear the recommenda-
tion of the member for North Fremantle
as to the carriage of Collie coal, #nd his
cxplanation of how it was allowed to de-
tertorate throughnot being promptly taken
to its destination. A recommmendation of
that sort will be exceedingly valuable. As.
he points out, if special coal trains were
provided for the conveyance of Collie
coal, and it were taken promptly to the
various depdts, the coal would be in a
much better condition and far more
valuable than it is at the present day;
and the bon. member’s recommendation

. i3 borpe out by the various reports I

have read. I wish to point out one thing.

' It has often been said that the Commis-

. goods in the cheapest market,

Newcastle coal, and find that the Vie-

torian railwaya have saved nearly a
million pounds. I have just pointed out
that there has been a strike at Newcastle.
Presuming that through a strike no coal
came to Western Australia and we had

no ¢oal mines here, what would be the .

position of our railways ? [ M=. TavLor
Burning wood.] That would not be a nice
experience for the engine-drivers. The

member for North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) |

would fidd his position difficult. I know
that one gold mine in Day Dawn is pre-
pared to take from 1,000 to 2,000 tons
per month of Collie coal, if it can be

sioner of Railways, in dealing with the
Collie conl, has been exceedingly biased
against it. The general instruetion to
the Commissioner has been to treat the
railways as a cowmmercial concern; and it
is his duty as Commissioner to buy his
Oun the
other hand, the. Government can deter-
mine the policy te be adopted. I say
again, it is the duty of the Commissioner
to buy his coal in the cheapest market;
but the Government say, * We will take .
the responsibility for using this coal;
we wish to keep this industry going;
we recognise the necessity for such an
industry within the State”; and the
blame, if blame there be for the use of

, this coal, lies entirely on the Govern-

ment. Dr. Jack points out clearly that
there is no evidence that Mr. George is
biased. I am quite satisfied that he is

: not biaged; that his object bas been to

brought there at a reasonable rate. The .

buy the cheapest coal obtainable. [M=r.
Borrton: You tie him down.] We do
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not tie him down. We take the respon-
sibility. We say that during certain
portions of the year the Commissioner is
to use 80 per cent. of Collie coal on his
railways, omitting certain sections. We
do not ask Lim fo take Collie coal up to
Laverton or down to Albany; and we do
not use any Collie coal whatever on the
line from Geraldton to Nannine. There,
Newcastle coal is used entirely, on
account of the deterioration in Collie
coal sooun - after it is wmined. But in
regard to thia matter, the Government
take the whole responsibility. And I
wish to say that the Commissioner’s
action is the action of uny ordinary com.-
mon-genge man who had before him
only one consideration-—the best, the
most effective, and cheapest method of
working the railways. The Government,
on the other hand, say it is essential to
have coal mines within the State; and we
recognise that there will be great disad-
vantage to the State if we do not try to
foster that industry. I think it is our
duty to try to foster, as far as we legiti-
mately can, all our industries. Dr. Jack
asks first for certain relief from labour
covenants—that a certain amalgamation
of areas be allowed. These are matters
that can well be dealt with when on the
subject of mining reform, and not so well
on a motion such as this. Dr. Jack's
third request is that for a perioed of ten
years no royalty to private consumers
shall be charged by the Governwent, 1
think we sghould be binding ourselves
down too much if we asked the House to
decide that for the mext ten vears no
royalty be charged to private consumers.
We say, and said last year—and no mem-
ber of the Houee guestioned or objected
to the proposal—that for a period of
three years we should remit the royalty
on this coal. Another of Dr. Jack’s
reconmendations is that the zone system
be so far adopted as to make Collie the
terminal section in respect of the coal
raised in that district. In paragraph
120 of his report, Dr. Jack recommends
that—

In plain figures, therefure, I think the Gov-
ernment should be prepared, if necessary, to
pay a direct enbsidy to the industry, limited
to £23,000 in any period of ten years. The
Treasury might be called on up to this amount,
as required, at any time within any period of
ten years, to raise the price payable to the
producers of the coal (for milway use) to about

{26 Jury, 1906.]

657

the Recommendalions.

I 8a. per ton, if ever the “equitable price,” with

1 the addition of “ inaurance,” should fall bhelow

that sum; and | recommend that it shonld, if
necessary, be calied on, in such event, to paya
direct subsidy (limited to £23.000 in each
decennial period) up to 20 per cent. on the
price paid by the railway.

I do not know whether we can agree to
that. He recommends also a subsidy of
la, €d. per ton per year on all coal sup-
plied to the railways, the price not to
exceed 9s. 6d. per ton. In dealing with
Dr. Jack's report, we have to remember
that the whole of it is based on one
foundation: that in Dr. Jack’s opinion,
Collie coal should Le carried on our rail-
ways at a lower price than is charged for
the carriage of Newcastle conl. For that
he gives some very good reasons; and
personally I can see no reason why we
should not adopt his suggestion, without
calling the lower price a preferentinl rate,
I am not now speaking on behalf of the
Government, because the matter has not
yet been considered hy Cabinet; but I
cannot see why we should not assist the
coalindustry as well as other indwstries.
We carry low-grade ore from the fields at
a lower rate than we charge for high.
grade ; and the rate is increased accord.
ing to the value of the ore. The whole
of our tariff is based on a somewhat
gimilar principle; and I do not see why
we should not be justified in epacting
that all coul of, say, over 11,500 British
thernial upits must pay a certain rate,
and that inferior coal pay a lower rate.
But it is on this foundation that Dr. Jack
bases the whole of hisargnments; and in
the first place, we are not quite sure
whether the lower charge would not be
looked on as a preferential rate, and be
contrary to the Commonwealth Constitu.-
tion. It might not be allowed. And
there is no doubt that this is the basis of-
Dr. Jack’s most valuable report, in which
he points out time after time how neces-
sary it is to assist the industry. The
Government bhave every desire to assist
the industry. We recognise that a large
sum of money has heen apent at Collie;

there is an average of 377 men
directly employed in the induostry.
The coal 1s not bad. Dr. Jack

says that with 75 per cent. of Collie coal
and 25 of Newcastle, the very best
results can be obtained—even better

than with Newcastle only; and that 50

! per cent. of Newcastle and 50 of Collie
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will not give so good a result as 25 and

75 respectively. So, knowing that we’

have a coal which, though not so geod as
we should like, yet does efficient work, I
think that the Government are justified
in the action they have taken up to the
present time. I do not think we can
uccept the motion in its entirety, I
think it ought to be amended so us to
read that we should give earnest and
careful consideration to the suggestions
of Dr. Jack. Because, in the first pluce,
the Government will hauve to consider
whether, under the Constitution, they
can charge a higher rate for the car-
riage of Newcastle than for Collie coal;
and in the second place we would have to
consider whether it would be adrvisable.
The point has not yet been counsidered.
There are other findings which deal with
the question of remitting royalties for a
period of ten years. To my mind the
member for Collie may rest satisfied with
the assurance that the Government will
try to follow out the policy adopted by
the Vietorian Government in connection
with their coal mines, aund will do all
we possibly can in a legitimate and
honest manner to promote this industry.

On motion by Mr. Troy, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—RATLWAY FREIGHTS AND
LOCAL INDUSTRIES,

Debate resumed from the 18th July,
on Mr. A, J. Wilson's motion * That in
the opinion of this House it is desirable
to revise the existing railway freights,
with o view to promoting the welfare of
local industries.”

Mz P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
In speaking to this motion, I cun only say
I appear in the position of a bewildered
spectator. When we bear in wind what
has been said in evidence given before the
Timber Inguiry Board and before the
Arbitration Court, the several stutements
given to the public and the many things
written "on this subject, and that these
appear so full of contradictions, a person
desirous of finding out the true position
of the timber industry must come to the
ennclusion that, after all, he has u for-
midable task before bim. 1am not here to
defend theexisting railway rates. 1 believe
that the problem of reducing the railway
rates, not only to assist the timber in-
dustry but also to encourage other indus-
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tries, is one to which the House could
very profitably apply itself. I wmust
necessarily direct my remarks to the tim-
ber industry, since the mover of the
motion occupied nearly all hie time in
referring to it, although the words used
in the motion are in the plural; but
before doing so I should like to direct
attention to the remark of the member
for Collie that it was a matter for con-
gratulation that other timber companies—
I presume he meant other companies than
the Combine—had at last made up their
minds to come forward in a econcerted
fashion to seek assistance from the State,
That reminds me of a character in
Dickens. They bad almost to be en-
couraged in the belief that they were
labouring under a disability. I believe
that character in Dickens was a dema-
gogue, who said: ¢ Before I came
amongat you, you did not kuow you
were slaves; now you all know it.” This
action of the member for Collie savours
of an inclination to prompt these com-
panies to come along apart from their
own volition. I think that is rather
unealled for, to give any encouragement
to companies or corporate bodies to
swarm down on this Government for
concessions, If they felt the pinch, they
would come along spentaneously and
would need no encouragement. So the
action of the bon. member reveals o con-
dition between bimself and these com-
panies that should not exist. [M=.
Ewina: You quite misunderstand the
position.] The timnber industry has been
inquired into more than any other industry
in this State, In fact,it may be because
of theserepeated inquiries that it is in such
a parlous condition at present. That may
or may not be the case. At any rate, it
has not been for want of effort on the
part of previous Governments that the
timber industry is not on a sounder basis,
As faraa the oceupants of the Opposition
benches are concerned, I am sure they
will receive the proposals embodied in the
recommendations of the Timber Inquiry
Board with that liberality of view Lo
which we lay claim. We are just as
anxtous to give encouragement to fair
employers of labour as members on the
Ministerial side of the House. In fact,
I believe that the fair employer of labour
has more genmine snpporters and ad-
mirers on the Opposition side of the
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House than on the Govermmnent side.
Therefore the recommendations that
come from the Timber Inquiry Board, T
believe, will- have wmost liberal consider-
ation from this side of the House, In
regard to the effort made before the
Arbitration Court to assess the wages of
the workers—and this was =2 means
resortad to to put the timber industry on
a fair basis—I was rather surprised and
sumewhat pained to think that Mr. Tees-
dale Smith, the leading mouthpiece of
the Combine, went out of his way to give
expression to a very cold-blooded senti-
ment when he said in his evidence that
he was not going to concern himself
about comsidering the families of the
men. T think that if Mr. Smith was
given a chance he would have seen what
a cold-blooded statement that was. I
believe that he does not eatertain
for & moment the notion that the
natural resources of this conatry, its gold
Tesources, or its timber resources, or uny
other resources within its limits, exist
solely for the purpose of providing divi-
dends for foreign or local companies. I
believe that the very first call on the
natural resources of this country shounld be
to support families according to a decent
standard of comfortable existence; and a
statement of the kind made before the
Arbitration Court certainly does bespeak
an unnatural desire—if Mr. Smith fairly
represents the feelings of his principals—
and an unhecoming anxiety to exploit the
nntural resources of this country for their
purpose and their gain alone. An attempt
has been made repeatedly, both in the
Press and otherwise, to let the public of
this State know that the timber industry
is in a languishing condition, that it i=
going down-hill fast, and that those who
have invested their money init see no hope
of a return—in fact, to put it briefly, that
the industry ig one that is waning. One
of two things is hauppening: either the
industry, as the records show, is in a
flourishing condition year by year, or
those engaged iu ita exploitation are cun-
tinuing to put the finished article on the
markets of the world at a continuous
loss, which is rather improbable. Now,
what do the records show? So far from
this industry being a languishing one,
the records prove otherwise. According
to the figures of the statistical branch of
the departments of this State, the nuraber
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, of superficial feet exported in 1903, the

first year for which these statistics nre
available, was 83,000,000; next year, in
1904, it was the same: and in 1905 it was
90,000,000—that is to places beyond Aus-
tralasia. During the same three years
the output from the sawmills of the
State of sawn and hewn timber was as
follows - —In 1903, 126,000,000 super,
feet; in 1904, 143,000,000 super. feet;
and in 1905, 137,000,000 super. feet;
showing certainly o decline, which is
solely accounted for by the fact that the
local consumption in this State fell off con-
giderably. The export to the Aunstralasian
States, including New Zealand, has been
on the up grade--remarkahly so. In
1903 it was 7,000,000 super. ft., in 1904
it was 12,000,000 super. ft.; and in
1905, 14,000,000 super. ft. So we see
that the foreign or export trude to places
beyond Australasiu has increased during
these three years by 83 per cent., and
the trade to the Commonwealth and New
Zealand by 778 per cent. Of course I
am not taking inte consideration the
local consumption, which lhas been
admitted on all hands to be most profit-
able; but oo the purticulir section of the
sale of timber beyond the State the
increase has been very encouraging,
especially in relation to the Comumon-
wealth, and also, bui in 2 lesser deyree,
in relation to places outside Auatralasia,
the latter increase being 83 per cent. as
I have shown. So, notwithstunding what
is said to the routrary, the timber industry
i3 not declining so far as the output is
concerned, and the only alternative con-
clusion that cab be arrived at is that
those engaged in the industry are still
pursuing it at a loss. [Mr. Havwaep:
So they are.] * That remains to be proved
later on, and [ shall wake some attempt
on my part to prove it. 1t does not
show the very unsatisfactory condition
that the public of this country are being
repeatedly and industriously reminded of.
It is stated that under the fierce com-
petition of the Eustern States the selling
of the produce from this State has become
unprofitable; but the Timber Inquiry
Board has placed os in possession of
facts that show very clearly that, so far
as transport charges are concerned, the
timber companics in this State have
unquestionably the best of the deal, so
far as their Eastern competitors ave
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concerned, In New South Wales, accord-
ing tn the finding of the Timber Inquiry
Board, the cost of freight from the mill
to the nearest port of shipment ig 15s.;

and in Queensland, which is considered .

to be another fierce competitor, the cost
is as high as 21s.

Mr. A. J. WiLson: Those figures do
not deal with hewn timber, but only with
sawn timber. The board say themselves
that they have no information at all in
regard to bewn timber.

Me. LYNCH: Special reference is
made to the sawmilling trade. They
give also the average cost of freight from
the mill to the nearest port of the several
companies operating in this State, and it
is from 13s. 44. to 9s. in the case of the
Combine, who have been the most per-
sistent, gection of the timber compunies
in this State in seeking a reduction in
freights from the Government. So we
see, a9 far ag the finding of the board is
concerned, these companies bave nothing
to complain of when a comparison is
made with the charges in Naw
South Wales and Queensland, the
States which are admittedly our fiercest
competitors in the ezport trade. As
far as Queensland is concerned, and
it has been referred to as the fiercest com.-
petitor we have in the timber export
trade, and it has been said that unless
something happens in the shape of a
severe reduction, Queensland will “collar”
the trade of the world, there has come
into my possession an advertisement from
Mr. Pratien, the secretary to the Rail-
wuy Commissioners in Queensland. Those
Commissioners are asking for tenders for
30,000 squared sleepers required for the
Roma district, 7 feet long, 9 inches wide,
and 4% juches deep, delivery to he taken
and sleepers paid for as follow:—In
gtation yards between Dalby and Roma,
£10 per 100; on line between above
stations, £9 15s. per 100; and traction
engine road within 10 miles of Baking
Board, 8s. per 100; on traction eugine
road within 20 miles of Buking Board,
£7 10a. per 100.” These uare the prices
offered by the Railway Commissioners of
Queensland, and I say they form a more
than remarksble contrast with the price
paid by the Commissioner here; and the
price, I may say, is more or less governed
by the rate paid for the elass of timber
used in this State and exported. The
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hewers on the South-West line at the
present time are not receiving what was
fixed by the arbitration award, 1s. 3d.
fassed at the stump. That award has
ong since expired, and they have drifted
into a condition that they are cutting
much cheaper now. At all events the
price paid hy the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in this State at the present time iz
a8 low as £6 17s. 4., and when we com-
pare that price with the £10 puid for
sleepers at Dalby and Roma in Queens-
lund it puzzles any inquirer to think
how, after all, Queensland is going to
become the fierce competitor of this Stute
which it is supposed to be.

Mz. A. J. WiLson: Ts that for 7 by
10 by 41°

M. LYNCH: Yes; 7 by 10by 4f. The
advertisement is culled from an Eastern

r, and the percentage of increase is
Eﬁgfmnus. I klr)l‘i)w the glga.lby and Roma
district well. There ave ironbark ridges
there intersrersing the country at moder-
ate intervals and comparatively easy to
be got at. T mention this to show that
we must take the prophecy that is being
made on behalf of Queensland, as the
fiercest competitor of this State, with a
high degree of cantion.

M=z. A. J. Wrinsox: That is not a
proper comparison, unless you are pre-
pared to show what distances the sleepers
have to be carted by bullock teams.

Mr. LYNCH: They have given vary-
ing prices, according to thisadvertisement,
on the line side £9 15s. between Dalby
and Roma, and then they go out 10 miles
of Baking Board and the price is £8 per
hundred. There is no going behind this
as exposing the real condition of things
in Queensland, which ia supposed to be
the fiercest competitor of this State. Now
we come to the kernel of the whole trouble,
and that is to find out or attempt to find
what profit is really being made in this
Stute by the companies operating here.
It is, as I said at the outset, a formidable
task for any inquirer to find out the true
position in regard to this industry, if the
contradietory statements made frow time
to time are Lo be given any credence. In
the first place, we find that the Combine
gives its profits, according to the balance-
sheet for 1903, as £30,000; vet when
Mcr. Teesdale Smith was before the Arbi-
tration Court he gave evidence which, if
it was not at variance with that balance-
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gheet, yet is enough to set any
inquirer thioking, after reading it, what
is the true position in regard to the
industry ? The balance-sheet disclosed a
profit of £80,750 for the year 1903; and
then we have Mr. (ardiner and Mr.
Smith, in the Arbiteation Court, giving
somewhat contradictory versions of how
this £90,000 was arrived at. Mr. Tees-
dale Smith, in giving evidence before the
Court, suid, in reply to the question,
“ o you agree with Mr. Shackleton
when he says that— " by the way I
wmyself was cross-examining Mr, Smith at
the time, and I asked him * Do you
agree with Mr. Shackleton when be sets
up u calculation that your profits wers
£223,000?7” Mr. Smith replied, * No.
I think he must be wad when he
says that, because it is not so. The
whole profit is £123,000. That is
the total profit for the whole of the
world.” In reply to a question by the
president of the Arbitration Court, Mr.
Smith said, “The gross profits are the
profits arrived at after allowing for all
expenses as far as we are concerned, but
not before London debita it with £32,000
for interest.” So, you will see that there
is £32,000, according to this rendering,
deducted in Loodon before the £123,000
is arrived at; that is the gross profit, and
which, as I have already said, makes any
person puzzled in trying to arrive at the
true position of this company as to its
profits. [Mr. A, J. WiLson interjected.)
A balance-sheet is always a beautiful
mechanical production upon which farther
light can be thrown. Mr. Gardiner says
in regard to this:—

The trading account shows a profit of
£123,416 128. 6d. ‘That is the gross profit for
the company’s dealings all over the werld.
A1l the vouchers and particulars are sent from
the various branches to London, where the
balance-sheet is made up.

So that £123,000 is given as the gross
profit, after the admission made by Mr.
Teesdale Smith that £32,000 bhad been
deducted previously as interest. Appar-
ently it is not stated where that interest
went to, but at 4 per cent. they could
pay interest ou a very respectable amount
with £32,000. However, the Arbitration
Court, or those who were there—and I
may say I bad a share in the inquiry
before the Arbitration Court—did not go
to the length of finding out exavtly how
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or why the £123,000 did not reconcile
itself with the £90,000 profit. So much
for the unsatisfactory description of the
true profite of the Combine before the
Axbitration Court. With regard to Mr.
Brown, who represents the Timber Cor-
poration at Greenbushes, although he
painted a rather gloomy picture of the
condition of the timber industry of this
State when appearing before the Premier,
vet his company in England, accordiog to
the latest udvices, does not seem after all
to be in such & sorry plight, I cull the
following from the Timber Trade Journal
of June 2nd. The chairman of this par-
ticular company, of which Mr, Brown was
the spokesman at the deputation to the
Premier, said :—

You wiil notice that we passed the pre-
ference dividend, though we have carried for-
ward wore than sufficient to pay it twice over
v in order to keep our company on a
perfectly satisfactory and solid basis. You
will be gratified to learn that we are at present
in the happy position of having sufficient
orders in hand to keep our mills going for the
next twelve months at u profit.

At a profit, mark you:—

There ia every indication that the improved
state of the trade which we have been ex-
periencing during the last few months will
continue, and if only we could get somewhat
more generous treatment and better working
conditions in Australia we should, T think, do
very well. There is reason to hope for this, as
the Royal Commission has already recom-
mended the reduction of railway freights and
wharfage. I, of course, premise that those
will not be thrown away by unneceseary
cutting of prices.

There you see the position disclosed
as much as it can be disclosed by the
only individual connected with the comn-
any who knows all the ins and outs of
it, and who has a thorough grasp of it
in all its bearings. There it is disclosed
that at least that company which lately
approached the Premier i1s not quite in
that sorry position which it was en-
deuvoured to lewd the Premier to believe.
So wuch for Mr. Brown; and at the
game time I believe that Mr. Brown's
company is very wuch less favourably
gituated than the Combine is—that is

| patent oo the surface. With regard now
. to the coptradictory stutements of the
i priees of products during the last five
| years; in the first place, we have Mr.
, Teesdale Smith stativg before the Timber



662 Ruilway Freighls :
Inquiry Board, on page 52, as fol-
lows :—

I should say that prices in 1900 were, if any-
thing, Jower than at present. It was the time

the companies were cutting each other's
throats, both in the local and export trades.

That is Mr. Smilh's statement about the
position in 1400. Now we come to Mr.
Brown, who must be also vegarded as a
person of equal authority and veracity us
Mr. Teesdale Smith; and this is what he
stated at the deputation bhefore the
Premier:—

First of all he would compare the conditions
that prevailed prior to 1902—.That is just
about the time referred to by My, Swith]—
with those that existed to-day, and it would
be at once seen that previous to 1902 there
was n very difforent state of things altogether.

.. Jarrah was the fashionable wood,
especially for paving (it had u very great vogue
in London), the selling price was higher,
orders were plentiful, and even dividends were
not unknown, and the future of the trade
seemed bright, and fairly justified the invest-
ment of capital.

Those two statements, almost directly
contradictory, from two leading and im-
portant authorities in the timber industry
lead one again to be fairly bewildered as
to what is the position of this trade, and
what is the price of the products during
the time when so many changes have
taken place. As far as the inquiry of
the Timber Board is concerned, they have
gone to considerable pains to discover
how prices have been during the last five
years; and this is the conclusion that the
board has come to on that head; it is
found on page 12 of the report :—

The table attached (appendix H) shows the
cif. prices received for sleepers of various
sizes by Western Australian timber exporting
companies during the period from 1900 to 1905,
from which it will be seen that there were
great fluctuations, but on the whole no serious
Increase or decrease in prices.

This is a finding of a very important
nature by this impartial tribupal as to
the cost of the prodnct for ihe last five
years, during which something bas hap.
pened to justify the reductions which are
now sought. Of the two it seems to me
that this finding favoured Mr. Brown.

Tre PrEmier: The freights are higher
now than they were five years ago.

Me. LYNCH : Thatisso. I will come
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present we are concerned in finding out
if we can how the prices have runged
during the pust five years, during which
something special bas happened to justify
w reduction. The appendix H shows in
a style peculiar, but mcidentally correct,
that the price for slecpers delivered c¢.if. in

* Colombo in 1900 was 5s. 10d. each, in

" 1901 6s. 2d.; und 1903 7s.

The com-
parison does unot extend farther for
sleepers of the same kind delivered at
the same point, 50 one must vecessarily
get, so to speak, u piece argument to
show what has tuken place in the two
years which followed 1903 when sleepers
were delivered in South Africa. In 1903
the highest price which obtained in
South Africa was 4s. 73d. To 1904 it
ranged from 4s. 72d. to 58. 13d. In 1905
delivered in the same place it was 48, 93d.,
or in vther words 2d. and a fraction mere
than in 1903 ; so that in looking at this
collection it is plainly shown that ws fur
as the sleepers that were delivered in
Culombo in 1903 vere concerned, and
those which were delivered in South
Africa for the balance of the term of five
years, there has been no reduction, but
rather there has been much fluctuation,
and no increase or decrease in the price.
That brings me farther to say, in the
face of thig finding, that it puzzles oneto
know the true position. We have here
statements of two leading authorities in
the industry, and also the statement of an
impartial authority on the other hand,
showing that so far as their findings are
concerned no decrease has taken place.
It is very plain to the most casual ubserver
in this State that the Millars’ Karei and
Jarrah Company since 1902 have been
loudest in their complaint against the
existing conditions. In.fact they have
been the only pecple amongst the timber
nierchants in this State who have been
incessant in giving well-marshalled argu-
ments in favour of reduction. So .one
is forced to suspect, without inquiry,
that they must, taking all into con-
sideration, be inuch worse sitnated than
other competitors in the trade. Let us
try to find out if it be reully sv. In the
first place as far as ruilway freights are
concerned, the Inquiry Board shows very
clearly that the rates of the various com-
panies operating in this State ron to a

* scule from 13s. 4d. down to 9s., the rates
to that aspect of the case afierwards. At ‘

of the Combiue product. In other words,
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there is u gradual declination from 54 ' on this point before the commission.

per cent. down to 8 per cent. in the
various companies, or to put it the other
way the increase of the various companies
ranges from 8 per cent. in the company
next to the Combine, the West Australian
Jarrah Sawmills Coy., to 54, showing
clearly that Millaxs® Karri and Jarrah
Coy., at the botlom of the list, enjoys the
great advantage shown by the gradation
of 8 per cent. to 54 per cent. as compared
with other companies. 8o much for
railway freights alone. Now as to
the question of royalties, it is shown
also us far as their boldings are concerned
that they enjoy an equally advantageous
position. The Combine, T believe, were

vperating between 800,000 and 900,000 |

acres. First they bad the Jarrahdale
concession, 250,000 acres, by way of con-
cession for £50. They have the Quin-
dalup lease, 51,000 acres, £75; Karridale,
46,000 acres, £150; Canning concession,
95,000 acres, £380, showmyg a total
acreage for those four properties of
442,000 acres beld at a rental or conces-
gion value of £655. That is the charge
made for those concessions. If these
huge concessions were charged for at the
rate in existence for other timber leases,
they would be paying about £14,000 per
annum, showing clearly that as far as the
tenure of the property is concerned it
stands to the Combine’s favour in a
marked degree, as indicated by the
difference between £650 and £14,000.
As to the balance of the holding, T
presume they hold it according to the
£20 per mile charge. According to the
evidence before the Arbitration Court,
of Mr. Jobson, who represented the
Timber Corporation, the timber from the
corporation operating their leases in
Greenbushes averaged 3s. 7d. per load of
output, whereas in the case of the Com-
bine, taking oo the evidence of Mr.
Smith £12,000 as the sum total of his
rent, it averages 1s. 41d. per load, show-
ing & remarkable difference between the
charges which the Timber Corporation
bas to pay on the one band, 3s. 7d., and
the charges which the Combine are paying
on the other hand, ls. 4Ld. per load,
according to their own evidence. As far
as the cost of production is concerned
the Premier was anxious to find out what
was happening in that respect. We find
that Mr. Teesdale Smith gave evidence
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On
page 51 he states:—-

I give you £2 10s. ag my f.0.b. cost, including
all charges, cost of management, and every-
thing. When we took over the other cum-
panies, the f.ob. cost was £3 5s., showing a
saving of 155. on f.0.b. cost perload. The cost
has been reduced just about 2s. 6d. a load since
I gave the cost in the Arbitration Court;
whether it will be maintained is another gues-
ticn. T would put it down distinctly that our
present f.0.b. cost is £2 10a.

According to this evidence he bas effected
a reduction of 15a. per load, snd accord-
ing to the inquiry of the Timber Board
the cost of the product has not materially
altered during the lust five years. I do
not think there is any need to go fur to
show that a saving has been effected in
the cost of production an the one hand,
und as far ag the inquiry of the Timber
Board is concernued the cost of the pro-
duct has remained practically the same.
We want to know what has happened
since, on the evidenve given by Mr.
Teesdale Smith and the finding of the
Inquiry Board, to justify the demand now
wade on the part of the Combine. There
is unother feature of the Combine’s
position which shows it enjoys another
advantage over other competitors, and
that is in trading with their men, giving
stores to them, what he called the trading
account. According to the evidence given
by Mrx, Tecedale Smith before the Arbitra-
tion Courf, the trading account shows a
very gratifying profit indeed. He was
asked, “ What profit did you make in
1904 on the stores ?” and he replied, * On
a turnover of £112,000 we made a net
profit of £9,040.”  Practically a net
profit of £10,000 on this part of the
business alone. That is no mean advan.
tage when we come to consider that the
other competitors in the trade, the
Timber Corporation for instance, have
the traders of Greenbushes right along-
side, and the Kirrup Company, the other
considerable competitor in the trade, have
also stores in the neighbourhond to com-
pete against them, whereas in the case of
the Combine in nearly every instance
they have their own customers, and they
charge practicully their own prices. In
fact I have seen some prices lately that
are fairly startling, which are charged at
the present day by the Combine, as
much as 1s. 3d. for bacon delivered ; and
as far as charges are concerned for parcels
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and the railway fure by way of going up
1o the station, which is a small matter,
the fares range from 100 to 200 and 300
per cent. higher than the amount charged
on the Government railways. I mention
the stores account to show that it is
sufficient to pay almost 1 per cent.
on the legitimale capital value of
the company, leaving out altugether,
of course, the ficlitious value that is
attached to the capital value of
the company, which I will refer to later
on. As a farther instance of the advan-
tage this company eujoys, it is not even
paying the swme rates of wages as others
but it is paying the lowest rate at present
obtaining in the industry, and here & my
proof of it. The Kirrup Company, on

its own admission, is largely dependent’

on theexport trade; and the export trade
is get down as lwing the least profitable
portion of the trade. That company
depends for its very existence upon the
export trade, the small fraction that is
disposed of locally being a negligible
quantity ; and the rates of wages paid by
this Kirrup Company are higher in
31 divisions of labour callings on the
Kirrup premises. In all these cases the
rates of wages are i excess of those
obtaining on the Combine property, and
in some 1nstances the difference is as high
as 2s. per day. The difference ranges
from 6d. up to 2s. a day in regard to
the men employed in 31 divisions of
lubour in relation to the Kirrup Com-
pany. That is the last advantage I
am pointing out which is enjoyed by
the Combine over the ofther competitors
in the trade. There is vne matter I must
not forget to refer to, namely the present,
condition of timber-hewers. Timber hew-
ers, a8 members are aware, are at present,
having a holiday time. I do not know
where they are employed. They are at
all events scattered all over the country.
They would not come to terms with the
Combine’s proposal to accept 2s. for pass-
ing alongside the railway line, and this is
the evidence given by Mr. Teesdale Smith
before the Timber Board. In question
No. 3139. Mr. Atkius asked Mr. Teesdale
Smith what were the average earnings of
the timber hewers who were working on
their own. Mr. Smith replied :—

Take all the hewers in this country: I sup-
pose therg are 500. I believe they do not
exceed 78, or 7s. td. per day.
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" It will have to be borne in mind that

when Mr. Smith gave this evidence
before the Timber Board, the men
were getting 2s. 3d. at the stump, under
an award. And when we reflect that
this same Mr. Teesdale Swith wishes to
reduce the hewers to 1s. 94. in the first
instance, and to ls. 6d. later on accord-
ing to his public declaration, we may
imagine what will then be the position
of these wmen. 1t is simply summed up
thus. If, according to Mr. Teesdale
Smith, an excellent aunthority, they were
getting unly 7= 6d. per day working on
their own, and if he intends to reduce
them by another 9d., the result will
be to take off one-third of 7s. 6d.,
equal to 58, and on Mr. Swmith’s
own showing, if the men in the hew-
ing industry are reduced to the rate he
desires, they will be working in this
State at 5s. per day. Members will see
how puzzled anyone must be who has
followed the mazy track which must be
tred in order tofind out the true position
of this industry and those engaged in
it. I now come tv the question of the
Combine’s capital ; and here I feel that I
am dealing with a subject in which I am
not so well versed as I sbould like to be.
But there ere sufficient statements on
record to warrant my asserting ihat the
present alleged capital of the Combine
stands at much too high a figure; and
that really forms the essence of all the
trouble, for Mr. Teesdale Smith expects
the industry to pay on a capital which
has uever reached this country in cash for
actual investment. Mr. Smith bas stated
in his evidence in the Arbitration Court
that before the eight amalgamating
compunies were brought into one Com-
bine the ordinary shares were written
down by £800,000. But he said also
that the present capital of the Combine
is £1,600,000, a little over £100,000
beiny beld in reserve for the purpose of
increasing the capital. Let us consider
how it was, when those companies were
brought together and fused into one,
that he concluded to stop at the limit of
£1,700,000. Had he come sowmewhat
lower and cut down the share list to
£1,000,000 I venture to say no quarrel

- would be in existence there to-day.

This is really the crux of the whole
trouble—the over-capitalisation of the
Combine ; and over-capitalisation is not
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a grievance ih this State only, but is
general in other countries, and especially
in America. Members may have noticed
the cabled opinion of President Roose-
velt, that legislative enactments must
soon be brought to bear on the iniquity
of over-capitalisation ; and the eahlegram
states that he referred to the need for
legislation in respect of large estates
passing at death from one man to
another. That is beside the question;
but he was emphatic in staling that by
legislative enactinents the United States
would have to reduce within reasonable
bounds the capital of the compunies
operating in that country. T believe that
in this case the same trouble is evidenced.
The over-capitalisation of the Combine
forms the crux of the whole trouble.
Let me refer to the items that have
already puzzled me. In the first place
we find that the Twperial Jarrah Com-
pany, formerly controlled by Mr. Yelver-
tou, is one of the wmalgawating com-
pantes. Its capital is set down at
27,500 ordinary shares. It would certainly
appear that the company was vot of
much account when the amalgamation
was brought about. But what was Mr.
Teesdale Smith's opinion of the same
company when he gave evidence before
the Timber Inquiry Board, as appears on
page 59 of the report 7 He says:—

I could not tell at what price the Imperial
Jarrah Company was taken over. My valua-
tion was £14,000, I do not know what value
I would put on it now, It just depends upon
bow much timnber there is st Quindalup, and
the machirery and horses they have there,

There we have Mr. Smith’s estimate of
the value of this estate at £14,000; and
yet the same concern figures in the
amzlgamation at £27,500, upon which
capital it is at the present day sought to
pay interest, and on account of which it
is sought either to reduce the wages or
the railway freights in order to pay on
what certainly appears to be a fictitious
value given to this estate when the
ainalgamation into the Combine was
brought abaut. That estate is one por-
tion of the Combine. Another is the
M. C. Davies Company, Karridale, which
wus floated in I think 1894, at
£28,000. Certainly the nomina) capital
was £60,000, but the called-up cupital
amounted to £28,000 only. Operations
were carried on till 1898, when the con-
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cern was refloated into 4 Londou com-
pany, the size of which 1 do not kmow.
Buf at ull events, the M. C. Davies or
Karridule Cowpany now figures in the
Combine at the huge value of £228,000.
80 we se what has taken place with
regard to the Imperial Jarrah Company,
and that something of a kindred nature
has taken plave regarding this company—
a greatly inflated value is given to Lhe
proposition, by chaoging £28,000 of
called-up capital into £229,000 in the
Combine. Ay to Millws' Karri and
Jarrah Cowmpany, the records in the
Supremne Court show that it was formed
of 350,000 shares divided into 100,000
cumulative gix-per-cent. preference shares
of £1 each, fuily paid up, and 250,000
ordinary shares of £1 each. The capital
was increased later on by £150,000, in
150,000 second or B crinulative preference
shares, making in all & nominal capital
value of £500,000, at which the com-
pany stood before the amalgamatiou.
What happened then? We find the self-
same company figuring in the amalgama-
tion at £655,000, or in other words an
increase of £155,00¢ on the figure shown
when it was an individual unit operating
in the timber areas. I thiok I have said
enough fo show that, at all events in the
case of these three companies, something
shady bas happeved, which may perbaps
have been perfectly lawful according to
stock exchange practice; but something
has certainly happened which shows that
a fictitions value at present attaches to
the capital of the Combine, which capital
stands in the world'smarket at £1,600,000,
with a certain number of shares held in
reserve; and as we find that in the case
of at least these three companies scme
very questionable tactics bave been ew-
ployed to inflate their value, it is not after
all extravagant to surmise that spmething
has happened in connection with the
balance of the amalgamation, the five
other companies. I bave stated what has
happened to three companies, to show
that we must be particelarly on our guard
aguinst considering this £1,700,000 as
anything in the pature of a legitimate
capital now seeking a reward from the
State, Justan example of how this stock-
watering, as it is called in stock-exchange
lunguage, is done so ingeniously that none
but & keen observer can nolice anything
wrong or anything questionable. I refer
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to the. case of the Adelaide Steawnship | £331,382, and the profit shown for the

Company, which was formed originally
of £10 shares; and the profits were found
to be so enormous that it would not do
to let the public know of them, otherwise
labour troubles, or some ¢ther form of
pest, would arise to disturb the equa-
nimity of the compuny. The company,
therefore, called 1n all the £10 shares,
tore them up, and issued for each
£10 share five shares carrying a face
value of £5 each. In other words,
the company was appreciated or written
up to the extend of 150 per cent. On
the original capital it was paying 25 per
cent. dividends; but by the process of
stock-watering, it reduced the apparent
profits to 10 per cent., at which no one

could grumble loudly. This shows the:

tactics adopted ; aud these tactics have
succeeded up to the present in Millars’
Karri and Jarrah Company. The £10
shares to which I have referred stand at
the present day on the Adelaide stock
exchange at £37 1Us., and there was not
a single sbilling subaeribed towards the
stock-watering ; showing the methods
etnployed first to deceive the public, and
secondly to enhance the value of the com-
pany in order to show ultimately that it
was not 80 very prosperous a concern, and
that its operations were not of a nature
to excite any undue suspicion in labour
bodies. That was the only possible
excuse ; and this may be one reason that
prompted the founders of Millars’ Karri
and Jarrah Company. Se much for
stock-watering. I come to the Jast item
—the railways. The present proposal is
that the railways of this State should
come to the rescue of the timber com-
paoies here, by way of a reduction of
freights. I may say that T am notin
favour of continuing the present rates,
which are altogether disproportionate to
those of the Eastern States. And although
I recognise the need for keeping our rail.
way rates at a proportionate level, in
view of the very heavy expenditure here,
still I Dbelieve it is nol necessary
to retain them at the high level
at which they have hitherto stood.
But viewing the proposal as a whole,
viewing it in perspective, we have before
our eyes that the railway svstem of this
.State has a capital value of £9,808,454,
whilst the interest on the capital em-
ployed, according to the 1905 report, was

!

same year was £100,957, a total of
£432,329. Those were the profits on the
working of the system for the year.
According to the latest statements in the
Arbitration Court, the Combine made
£96,000 profit in 1904. Mr, Teesdale
Smith's evidence was to the effect that a
cable bad come to hand announcing thut.
By simple proportion it shows that the
profits of the Combine in that particular
year, though not the identical year I am
comparing in regard to the railways,
were £576,000. In other words, if the
railways of this State were to earn profits
on the same basis as the Combine did,
they should have earned during that
particular year £143,800 more; and the
question reduces itself to this: are we
justified in farther penalising the
railway system of this State that isat
present not paying so well as the Com-
bine, according to their own figures, and
at the saine time in perhaps encouraging
the timber companies to indulge in that
cut-throat competition foreshadowed by
the chairman of the Timber Corporation ?
We are inclined to look at our railway
system from a commercial standpoint,
and members on the Government side
figure largely in their desire to put that
enterprise on a commercial basis. [
would ask: Is it fair, considering that
the capital invested in our railways is
£9,800,000, that the railways should he
further penalised to assist a Combine
whose capital is made up in a great degree
of fictitions values? T leave the subject
in the hands of the House, by saying
that it is an unfair and unreasonable pro-
position, while admitting that it is neces.
gary that some reduction should be made.
The last thing to which I desire todraw
attention is the stutement made by the

! Combine through their mouthpiece, Mr.

Teesdale Smith, when he was urging on
the Lands Department of this State some
relaxation in the conditions that apply to
timber leases. Oune of the arguments he
emploved was that the Combine had
approximately one million pounds worth
of plant, railways and rolling stock, live
stock, buildings, and water supply. Ae.
cording to Mr. Swith, there is no more
than a million pounds invested by the
Combine in the shape of improvements,
from a two-inch nail to a locomotive, on
the properties of the Combine; and I
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think we can rely that in this case the : fair to take what, after all, may be the

amount was not understated—rather per-
haps a little overstated—when the object
was to induce Mr. Hopkins, the then
Minister for Lands, to adopt some relaxa-
tion in the conditivns applying to thbe
timber leases at that time, So we get
down to bedrock. A Combine with o
capital value of one million pounds is
paying better than our railway system,
yet & movement is made to ask the railway
system, through this House, to stand a
farther impost or to be -farther im-
poverished in order that the profits of
the Combine shonld be increased. That
is an unwarranted propositicn. It is
worthy of note that Mr. Teesdale Smith
wlso stated in the Press that the relief
given by the abolition of the wharfage
dues und the reduction on the export
trade would give them a quarter of the
relief sought from the Arbitration Court.
He left cut of calculation altogether the
benefits that would accrue to his company
from dispatching timber to the goldfelds
or to the metropolie from the stations to
the South. That would certainly in-
crease the £5,000 mentioved as vepre-
sentiug ome-fourth of the relief sought.
Myr. Teesdale Smith only mentioped the
export trade, which is certainly but
a small proportion on which actual
benefit would accrue to the Combine. As
a last word on this subject, I need
only mention that at present the popu-
larity of the timbers of this State is
undergoing a passing cloud in the opinion
of its users in the distance, and that is
largely attributable to the tactics of the
operators here in the past. The lender
of the Opposition asked a question, and
it was shown that the uupopularity of
the hardwoods of this State has been dune
to the very reprehensible methods of
some cowmpanies here in substituting
karri for jarrah, and by that means
bringing jarrah into disfavour. Soif the
timber is undergoing some temporary
unpopularity, it is largely attributable to
the companies themselves; and the fault
in a measure, be it large or emall, rests on
their own shoulders. Let me say in con-
clusion that I do not believe that the
present prices upon which the competitors
in New South Wales and Queensland
bave tendered are anvthing representing
prices that will be mainmained in the
future; and I think it is altogether un-

depressed prices offering, though they are
the prices that certainly secure the trade
from this State, as a factor in deciding
the rate of wages to be paid here, or to
use them as alever or aneans of bringing
pressure to bear in order to get a reduction
in our railway rates. The Commissioner
of Railways in Queensland cannot pet
sleepers on anything like the favourable
terma the Commissioner of Railways gets
them in this State, accordiog to the per-
centage I have worked out. Iawm favour.
able to the recommendutions of the
Timber Inquiry Board. At the same time
I believe that the Combine, who have been
loud and clamorous in their attempt to
influence the Arbitration Court and .tbis
Government for a reduction, enjoy four
or five advantages that the other comn.
petitors do not enjoy, and these other
competitors, frow all apprarances, would
be perfectly satisfied with an adoption of
the recommendations of the Timber
Tuquiry Board, to lead to fuir competition
in the future and not be a source of
encroachment on the evenue of the State
at the same time. For my part, [ am
prepared to support the recommendations
rI)f the Inquiry Board, but no farther will

0.

$I‘HE PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The debate on this question has practi-
cally resolved itself into a discussion in
regard to the position of the timber
industry, and I have rarely listened to
two speeches which have dealt more
exbaustively with the question than those
delivered by the member for Forrest the
other evening and now by the member
who has just sat down. There is not the
lenst doubt in my mind that this ques-
tion is deserving of the greatest possible
consideration at the present time. The
Government desire as far as possible to
assist the various local industries, more
especially the timber industry, as it is
in what may hbe called a very critical
position. Last vear, this House recog-
niged that it was so, and vn a motion by
the member for Forrest that a Royal Com-
mission be appointed, the Government of
the day decided that & hoard of inquiry
should nake inquiries in connection with
the industry. It was stated that the
industry was languishing then; but the
prices realised for the product to-day are
not nearly as high as they were then; so,
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critical as the position was considered
then, it is infinitely more eritical at pre-
sent. It is critical in this sense, that it
is not ounly a question of a reduction of
railway freights and the loss that might
be entailed, bat we have to realise that
the industry is now employing sowmething
like 4,000 men ; and if, as we are assured
by the timber owners, the timober mills
must be closed down if the rates are not
reduced, the position will become serious,
with 3,000 or 4,000 men put on to what is
practically an overcrowded labour market.
It is essential that this question should
receive most careful consideration Dby
the Government. If there were avenues
of employment open to these men at
present, 1 should say, Let the mills
close down,” ULecause I realise that
at present one of our best assels is
being practically given away in the
markets of the world ; and I should say,
allow the mills to close down now, be-
cause [ an sure, as the sun rises tu-mor-
row, the time is not far distant when the
hardwood timbers of Western Australia
will take their place in the markets of
the world which should be theirs by
virtue of their commercial value. While,
on the one hand, we must look at the
question from the aspect raised by the
member for West Perth (Mr. Illing-
worth}, the Railway Department of this
State being the carriers of the State, and
while we are desirous of showing a profit
on the operations, still I maintain that
such profit should not be shown at the
expense of any one industry. The mem-
ber for West Perth has pointed out that,
in addition to the working expenses in
connection with our railways, we bave to
find something like £450,000 for interest
and sinking fund-—and I take it that no
mewber would advocate that the freights
should be reduced to such an extent that
we should have to dip inte the ordibary
revenue to provide interest and sinking
fund on the railways—at the same time
T realice that it is possible to remove
some of the anomalies that exist now,
more particularly some referred to by the
member for Coolgardie in the course of
his speech. The member for Forrest,
who brought this question forward, prac-
tically confined his remarks to how the
timber industry was affected by the rail-
way rates; and he certainly brought
forward some very interesting com-
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parisons in regard to the existing freights
in Western Australia and the freights in
force in Queensland and other places.
Although these instances quoted were
actually correct as regards particulars,
still the fact that, as far as Queensland
is concerned, only 6,182 loads were c¢x-
ported in 1904, oat of u total production
of 118,823 loads, makes the comparison
of very little valee. And the fact that
the harbour dues on steamers, say 2,500
tons the average size, are approximately
ls. 8d. in Brisbane as agsinst 9d. at
Buanbury, where the principal export trade
is done, is another matter tv be con-
sidered. The hon. member, in making a
comparison in regard to the freights,
added 2s. 6d. wharfage to the freight,
He mentioned the fact that in Quesns-
land there’ are no export charges in
regard to timber exported.

Mr. A. J. Witeon: That is why 1
added it here to the railway freights,
because there is no wharfuge charyed
there. *

Tee PREMIER : The hon, mewber, in
dealing with the prices, adwitted that
they were congiderably lower in Queens-
land than in Weatern Australia, and no
doubt that to a large extent is due to the
higher cost of living here.  According to
his stuternent, as far as the hewing is
concerned the men were paid for 9 x 10
x 5 sleepers 1a. 6d., as against 2s. to
Zs. 3d., or a difference per load at the
lower rate of something like 10s. There
are something like 4,000 men employed
in the industry, and, in my opinion, quite
12,000 people are dependent on the
timber industry for their living. One
hon. member (Mr. Lynch) dealt very
exhaustively with the question of a
reduction and the position of the timber
industry and the companies generally,
and he certainly quoted some statements
which, on the face of them, appear to be
rauther contradictory. In regard to Mr.
Brown's statement, made in the course of
a speech on a deputation when he referred
to the fact that his compuny was in such
a very awkward position at the present
time, the member (Mr. Tynch) quoted a
statement made by Mr. Brown’s directors
in London, from which I understand they
have twelve wonths’ orders in hand at
' the present time. That is certainly rather
, contradictory.
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Mn. A, J. WiLson: He was on the
deputation when the report was read.

Tae PREMIER: I think I shall refer
that question to the gentleman mentioned.
In regard to the f.0.b. cost referred to by
the member for Leonora, when the com-
mission was suggested, I did not think
there wus any necessity for an inquiry;
and after three or four months it prac.
tically has resolved itself into this, that
the f.0.b. cost quoted by me in speaking
to the motion of the member for Forrest
is approximately the same. I then stated
that in my opinion the f.0.b. cost at Bun-
bury would amount to £2 12s. After this
very exhaustive inquiry has been made, we
find the board report that the £.0.b, cost,
including mill cost, railage, wharfage,
water carriage, and any charges inciden-
tal to placing timber on board ship, is as
follows: — Millurs' Karri and Jarrah
Company Lid. (average at all the mills),
£2 10s.; Western Australia Jarrah Saw
Mills Ltd., £2 16a.; Timber Corporation
Itd., £3 4s.; Sexton and Drysdale, £2
129, 44d.; South-West Timber Hewers'
. Co-operative Society, £2 17s. 3d., so that
the price stated by me then was approxi-
mately correct. There is one point in con-
nection with the industry I would like to
refer to; that practically the whole of

the money we receive for the sale of

timber is spent in Western Australia in
wages, railway freights, and for produce,
money paid to farmers and others in-
terested in supplying the mills with borae
fodder and the necessaries of life; this
being another reason why we should
do all we possibly can to keep the in-
dustry alive. The agitation for the
. reduction of freights bas not been con-

fined only to the employers, because tho
Trades and Labour Council, which is
representative of a large body of workers,
has asked that the recommendations of
the Timber Inquiry Board should be
given effect to. In addition to that, the
timber employees gencrally of Green.
bushes have written to me as follows: —

That in view of the serious falling off in the
jarrah export trade owing to the increasing
competition in the hardwoods of the Eastern
States, whose success is largely due to the
increased burden placed on the jarrah industry
by the Government of Weatern Australia in
the form of rail and wharfape charges, the
Government be urged, in order that the various
jarrah producing companies may successfully
compate in the world’s hardwood markets
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without farther reduction in the already low
rate of pay of their employees, to give their
favourable consideration to the recommenda-
tions of the Timber Inquiry Board’s report.

So that we see in this case apparently the
employers and the emnployees are at one.
The member for Leonora, in the course of
his speech, has referred to-the fact that
according to the evidence given before
the board in many instances they were
getting higher prices for timber a little
time ago than is the case at present.
I think T may quote from information
supplied to me in this connection in regard
to tenders as giving an instance where the
prices have considerably dropped since
last year. These areactual tenders, and I
think it a better basis to go on than the
basis that the mewmber referred to in con-
nection with the advertisement calling
for prices in Queensland. Paving tim-
bers: In 1903 we were selling paving at
£6 10s. per load; in London to-day it is
difficult to get £4 10s, per load, cargo
lots. In Ceylon in 1903 contracts were
secured by the Timber Corporation of
Greenbushes at £5 12s. per load for
sleepers, and for Ceylon in 1905 a con-
tract for the same clase of sleepers was .
placed in New South Wales at £4 5s. per
load; there is a difference of £1 7s. per
load. In South Africa the Baxter con-
tract price in 1903 for half a million
sleepers was 5s. 1d. per sleeper; last
vear n contract for the same sized steepers
was obtained by New South Wales at
d4s. 5d. per sleeper. At Munila the
lowest jarrah quote was £4 18s. 9d., the
order was secured by New South Wales
at £4 10s.; while for India in January,
1905 for 9ft. 6Gin. by 10in. by Sin.
jarrah sleepers, the quote was 6s. 11d.;
New SBouth Wales got an orderat 5s.11d.,
a reduection of something like 16 per cent.
Tt is thus evident the price of jarrah has
gone down considerably. As I stated in
wy opening remarks, if there were employ-
mwent available in other ways for those
now engaged in the timber industry, I
should say let the mills close down for a
year or two until we can get the real
commercial valoe for our timber, At
present we have forest areas suitable for
milling of something like two million
acres, und on the present basis of cutting
that will wmean svmething like 32 years’
supply ; so that if we pay due attention
to the conservation of our forests there is



670 ERavlway Freights :
every possibility we sball have cutting
ahead of us for a goud many years. To
give some idea of the value of the timber
trade to the State I way mention that
during the last eleven years timber to
the vulue of £4,600,000 has Deen ex-
ported, and as the member for Forrest
remarked, practically the whole of that
money has been spent in the State.
My colleague the Minister for Rail-
ways, who is more intimately connected
with the general subject, will refer

at a later period to the question from

other standpoints than timber. I con.
fine my remarks to the guestion of the
reduction of freights on timber. No
other industry in the State at the present
time is in such a serious condition as the
timber industry. I have already stated,
in replying to a deputation, that the Gov-
ernment have realised the necessity for
doing something in the direction indicated
by the Board of Inquiry’s report. We
propose to reduce the wharfage which is
in foree to what it wus three years ago;
that will mean a reduction of something
lile £3,000 per annum for our wharfage,
but this wharfage rate in most cases is
- absorbed in the railway reveuue. The
railways are doing very little to earn that
particular money for the simple reason
they get 2a. 6d. a load for hauling the
timber from the station vard to the
wharf, while they will bring the same
amount of timber in 15 miles for the
same price. So that we can wmake a
reduction on that charge, and still pay the
railway ‘anthorities good value for the
work done in that connection. There
were other suggestions us to bush haul-
age, demurrage charges, storage, and
other matters in which wo doubt an im-
provement can be made, In Queensland
timber shippers have on more than one
occasion arranged for trains to be stopped
an the main line and sleepers loaded
there. At present we only load our
timber at the sidings; so possibly some
alteration can be effected in that direc-
tion. Possibly some relief can be given
there without any cost to the Railway
Department. There is a certain amount
of red tape that has to be got over before
that ionovation can be brought about,
but T am satistied that if it is brought
about it will mean a considerable reduc-
tion in the cost of handling the timber.
The other recommendation is that the
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proposals of the Inquiry Board should be
adopted. The @Government intend to
give this matter every possible considera-
tion. While we are willing to give relief
where it is constdered necessary in other
industries, we realise that relief is most
necessary at present in regard to the
timber industry. The Governument are
prepared to meet not only the wishes of
the timber employers and the employees,
but at the same time to meet the wishes
of the House by giving effect to some of
the recommendations of the Timber
Inquiry Board.

Mr. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
After what has fallen from the Premier
I think there is very little more to be suid
on this question, because I am satisfied
that the Government intend to go as far
as they can to support the recommenda.
tions, especially in regard to items of
wharfage and storage. There is also
another mutter which has not been men-
tioned, what is called the bash haulage.
With regard to what has been said by
the member for Leonora, T could give
the names of the companies that have
been in business and have failed, and
huve lost thousands of pounds, and I
believe at the present time none of the
companies in existence are paying divi-
dends or are likely to pay any. Asto
the Combine being over-capitalised, that
argument doesnotapply tothe Timber Cor-
poration at Greenbushes and the Kirrup
Company. The mawvager of the Timber
Corporation, when attending the deputa.
tion which waited on the Premier, stated
that his company had not paid any divi-
dend this year, nor were they likely to pay
any. Asto orders on hand, I blelieve
there are very few indeed at present,
especially in regard to sleepers. In
regard to sleepers, when the strike was
on the Combine stuted that it did not
matter much to them for they had no
orders, and I do not think they have
had any in since. There is one other
matter I would like to mention in regard
to the member for Leonora. The hon.
member said Mr. Smith had stuted the
average earnings of the sleeper hewers
were something like 5s. or 6s. per day.

Me. Levca: I said they would reduce
them to that.

Mgr. HAYWARD: T koow that good
men have been earning £4 per week.
The industry is one in which some little
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skill is required, and beginners would not
earn half of that amount; but men have
earned £] a day.

M=z, Tavror: Skilled and hard work,
and long hours.

Mr. HAYWARD: If s man can earn
£1 a day, it is oot so bad.

(26 Jouy, 1906.]

Me. Lynca: I have only taken Mr, -

Smith's evidence before the Royal Com-
mission.

Me. HAYWARD: I speak from my
own knowledge. I have been to one of
the mills, and have often heard of men
earning over £1 a day. I do not thinkit
is fair to say the employers are going
to bring the wages down to 5s. or 6s. a
day, or anythiog like that. There is
another matter. It came to my know-
ledge a few days ago that they are send-
ing a great quantity of very large beains,
12 x 12 and so on, and it is proved that
they can cut them by the mill cheaper
than paying the usual rate of wagee for
hewing. The men by striking have lost
all this work, and they are not likely to
go on at the present time. I am satisfied
that the Government intend to do all
they possibly can to assist the industry,
and therefore I shall not go into the
subject as I otherwise should have done.

On motion by Mr. Ewina, debate
adjourned.

BILL—VACCINATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.
NO COMPULSION.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Mr, A. J. WILSON (Forrest), i
moving the second reading, said: In
introdncing this innoeent littly measure it
isnot my intention to delay the Housemora
than a few moments, and it is certainly
not my intention to traverse the ground
which one might beinclined orindnced to
traverse when desling with the vaccina-
tion laws of our State. Suffice it to say
that since the year when the parent Act
was placed on the statute-book of this
State in 1878, there has been no en-
deavour to bring our laws in this con-
nection in any degree into keeping with
the more modern thought respecting the
vaccination laws. The proposals that ure
embodied in the little measure I have
introduced exist in New-Zealend at the
present time. Ip that Actisa conscience
clause providing for exemption from the
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operation of the principnl Act of those
who are conscientioualy of opinion that
vaccination would be prejudicial fo the
child's health. It provides that they ma
secure u certain certificate which shall
exempt themn from the ordinary provisions
of compulsory vaccination. Not omly
has this measure been adopted in New
Zealand, from which I have copied the
measure I am explaining, but it has also
been introduced in New South Wales,
also in South Australiu, and since the
year 1898 it has been the law in England
iteelf. In England what is known as
the conscience clause was inserted in
the Act of 1898, and it was to run for
a period of five years, expiring in 1908,
There wus a great deal of controversy in
regard to the wisdom of introducing this
innovation in England, and although it
was successfully negotiated in the House
of Commons it was ihrown out in the
House of Lords and sent back. The
Commons again sent it to the House of
liords, and it was eventually passed
through. As I have stated, the con-
acience clanse has been in existence in
England since 1898, and the latest and
most reliable anthorities dealing with its
operation speak of it in the following
terms ;:—

The working of the so-called * conscience
clause ¥ also has by mo means justified the
somewhat gleomy forebodings expressed, both
in Parlinment and elsewhere, at the time of its
incorporation in the Act of 1898. On the con-
trary, its operation has undoubtedly tended to
the more harmonious working of the Vaec-
cination Acts, by affording a legal method of
relief to such parents and guardians a3 are
prepared to affirm their conscientious belief
that the performance of the operation might,
in any particular instance, be prejudicial to
the health of the child,

That is quite an unbiased and unpre-
judiced statement as to the effective
operution of the clause which I propose
to introduce into our statute here as it
has been found to work in England.
Evervbody who has made a study of the
questiou of vaccination knows that it is
one of those vexed questions on which
doctors differ to an alarming exteut.

- The only thing about which there appears

to be any unanimity at all iz the admis.
gion that vaccination guarantees an im-
munity or winimises the lability of
infection from smallpex. At the same
time everybody who is prepared to admit
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that is also f)repa,red to admit that it
only guaraniees such immunity for a

period of seven years, and that after a
period of seven years the protection
which may have existed during that first
seven years practically ceases to exist. In
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granted by, a justice of the peacc. The
object of that proviso will be at once
apparent—te minimise the inconvenience
to the parent or custedian, and to remove

. a disability from people who are more or

those circamstances the utility of the

vaccination in iteelf is to a very large
extent minimised, and if people really

believe in the principle of vaceination it

ought to De necessary to repeal the
operation once in every seven years. But
we know the wide world over this is not
the fact, and consequently it would seem
that whilst we think it iz a good thing in
the earlier stages of our existence, it is
not 80 necessary in the later periods of
life. In the Act introduced in South
Australia we have a very complete and
very comprehensive section, very short
and very concise. It provides that—

No parent or other person shall be liable to
any penalty under section 21 of “The Vae-
cinationsAct, 1882, if within six months from
the birth of the child he makes a declaration
befure a Justice of the Peace, in the form of
the Schedule hereto, that he conscientiously
believes that vaccination would be prejudicihl
to the health of the child, and within seven
days thereafter delivers to the wvaccination
officer auch deelaration,

Section 2 of the South Australian Act
contuing A provision which seems to me
more practical than anything else I have
noticed in any Vaccination Act:—

The Governor may, on the breaking out of
smallpox in the State, by proclamation
render Section 1 inoperative for a specvified
time in the whole or any portion of the State,
and may order persons who have been in contact
with a case of small pox to be vaccinated or
revaccinated within a specified time.

That would seem to be doing what ought.
to be done by those who really have faith
in the doctrine that this practice secures
immunity from infection. I have not
inserted a similar clause in this Bill,
because anch a section does not appear in
the New Zealand Act; and as I am one
of those who have little confidence in the
value or virtue of vaccination, I have not
deemed it necessary to copy the section
from the South Australian Act By the
Bill, a certificate of exemption shall,
within a municipality, be granted by a
police magistrate or resident wagistrate.

less izolated. My strongest claim for the
favourable consideration of the House, in
order to place this measure on the statute-
book, is that in so doing we arc only
following, though at some distance in the
rear, the excellent example set us by other
States of the Commonwealth, by New Zea-
land, by Canada, and by the United King-
dom; and in the circumstances I think
we cannot go far wide of the mark when
we give this privilege, nut to any small
section of the community, but to a very
large and influential section, cowvsisting
of people who believe honestly and con-
scientiously that in many cases the
practice of vaccination is most injurious
to the health of their children. And I
think we ought to have some regard to
the conscientious scruples of these people,
in view of the fact that the same prin-

. ciple has been adopted in so many other

In places beyond the limits of a municipal |

district the application for exemption

may he made to, and the certificate

portions of the globe, without any of the
calamities which it was predicted would
follow its adoption. I have therefore
much pleasure in moving the second
reading.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
N. Keenan) : I regret that personally I
cannot fall in with the views of the
member for Forrest. It seems to me
that we can reduce the whole matter into
a very small compasa.  If vaccination is
a good thing, if it is a preventive, then
by all means let it be enforced on every
member of the community.  Because it
is no use vaccinalion being effected on
one, twa, or three persons, if a fourth is
allowed under any species of excuse to
remain unvaccinated. On the other hand,
if vaccination is not a preventive, if it i=
not a good thing, let us fave the ques-
tion properly, and vepeal the principal
Act, thus leaving the matter optional,
so that anyone who likes vaccination
can have it. The Bill proposes that
those who ard prepared to go before a
magistrate and make a certain form of
declaration to the effect that they have
conscientious seruples, shall be exempt.
Is not that inviting people to use that
form for evasion merely ?

Mr. Borron: Not those who believe
in vaccination.
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Tae ATTORNEY GENERAT: That
I admit. In some cases the declaration

might be absolulely genvine; but in

mauny cases it would not be genuine.

Mz. Batu: But those who believed in
vaceinatiou would have their children
vaccinated.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
admit that they would. But let me put
the case the hon. member sugyests,
Suppose he believes in vaceination, and
suppose we repeal the priocipal Act;
would ibat prevent him and those whe
thought with him from having their
children vaccinated? ‘The Bill, there-
fore, appears to me to be whelly illogical.
If we are to arrive at this point, let us
arrive at it in an open manner. TLet ws
say that the Vaccination Aect is uo longer
necessary on our statute-book ; and when
we have taken it off, the hon. member, or
any other person, will not be debarred
from baving himself or his family vacei-
pated, if he thinks vaccination a good
thing. But this Bill is simply an
evasion, and instead of meeting the real
issue it attempts to gain support by
avoiding that issue.

Mg. A. J. WirLson: That evasion has
been practised in a great many countries.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
more countries than one, I admit; but is
that any reason for adopting it here? If
the hon. member bag to take refuge in
an argument of that kind, he has not
much to say for his Bill.

Mgr. Batu: That is precisely the argu-
ment you used in favour of the Second-
hand Dealers Bill.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Did
I not put before the House the merits of
the Bill? [Mg. Bata: No] Then it
is very cxtraordinary indeed that the
hon. member allowed the Bill to go
through without using every possible
effort to oppose it. I submitted that Bill
on two grounds : first, that it was the law
elsewhere; secondly, that it had merits
which warranted its adoption here. And
if the second ground was not recognised
by the Opposition, it was somewhat
extraordinary that they allowed the Bill
t0 pass.

Me. Bata : What abont your major-
ity ?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
mujority is nothing if the minority is in
the right. Majorities are powerful only

[26 Jowy, 1906.]
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when they huve right on their side. Of
course, such a sentimest does not at
preseat appeal to the Opposition. How-
ever, to return to the question before the
House, surely the member for Forrest
inust give ugs some reagon against our
leaving the principal Act on the statute
book, before he asks us to vote for this
amending Rill. I have not sufficient
sadacity to give aun opinion as to whether
vaccination is or is not a success. But
until 1 am convioced that it is not a
success, I am not prepared to join with
those who would indulge in this form of
legislation, or who were prepared to
wipe vut from our statule-book measures
put there only after considerable thought,
care, and investigation. I have myself
no doubt that wvaccination is a pre-
ventive; and if it is a preventive, I am
determined to secure its benefit by com-
pelling every person, not myself only, to
be vaceinated. It is no use at all asa
preventive unless it is universal ; because
even a gingle member of the community,
if he contracts the disease, will spread it
all round. True, if vaccination is a pre-
ventive he will not be able to do that;
but if it iz a preventive, why allow him
to shirk his duty to the State, and not
only to shirk it in his own person, but in
the persons of his children whose actions
becontrols? If the hon. member brought
in a Bill simply to repeal the principal
Act, and if he supported that Bill with
rcasons showing that vaccination has not
been a success, that it is not a preventive,
and if those reasons were sufficient, 1
should support him ; but when he brings
in a Bill of this character, whieh 1is
merely an evasion, and which if adopted
would be used undeubtedly by some abso-
lutely bone fide, but by & nomber with-
out any bona fides at all, it appears to me
that he is asking us to tuke a dangerous
step, and for no reason save that else-
where those who are behind the anti-
vaccination movement have had sufficient
influence to enable the measure he now
sugpests to be placed upon the statute-
book. g

Mx. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : I regret that one of the leading
members of the Cabinet has opposed the
passage of this amending Bill; because I
bad hoped that at least the Government
would do with this as they did with the
application for a Royal Commission on
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the Government Printing Office.
Government will do that, I am thoroughly
convinced that this amendment will be
earried, becanse lust year and the year
before in the previous Parlinwent, I
brought this matter up on the Address-
in-Reply, and this year also I mentioned
it, and prior to this session I asked
several members if they would support
e in such an amendment. As a matter
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If the

of fact, the amendment was introduced

in the last Parliament by Mr. Needham,
the then member for Premantle, but
owing to the dissolution, it lapsed.
member for Forrest, in explaining the
measure, said that anybody who made a
study of the matter would agree that it
was a necessary measure. I have made
n study of the matter, for I was once
fined. The cost of my experience was
158. 6d. I have a conscientious objection
to having my children vaccinated; and
when I was summoned before the police
court for not having one of my children
vaccinated, I could have availed myself
of one of the sections in the Act by pro-
ducing a doctor's certificate which would
have exempted me from being responsible
for having the child vaccinated. T refused
to do so. I bad alwuys advocated that a
conscience clause shouid be included in
the Act; and for that reason I appeared
at the court and stated wy conscientivus
objection to vaccination. I may tell the
House that the oply child in my family
that has been vaccinated is the one for
which I was fined for not having it
vaccinated. The others are not vaceinated.
They are past the compulsory age. This
one, as I told the magistrate, would not
have been vaccinated had I nof been a
law.maker. Had I not been a law-maker
I should have been a law-breaker, and 1
would rather have gone to gaol than bave
the child vaccinated, only that my public
position demanded that I should set an
example in keeping the law. At that
time the Act was badly admnistered. I
was fined 1s. and the costs were 14s. 6d.
There is an antiquated old gentleman as

The '

inspector under, the Act who is supposed -

to call at houses to see that children are
vaccinated. He evidently does not know
his duty or where it stops, because not
only did he exceed his duty because he
was insulting when he called, but in
addition to the salary lie received costs
at the court.

I think that is wrong |
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altogether. I am not usiog this argu-
ment in favour of this Bill, but because I
believe people should have the right, if
they bave conscientious scruples, tv say
that their children shall not be vaccinated.
The Attorney General said that no argu-
ment had been advanced as to whether
vaccination hud been a success or not;
but the member for Forrest sanid il was
proved beyond all doubt that vaccination
only lusts seven years. If it i necessary
to have children vaccinated, why is it not
compulsory that they should be vaccinated
every seven years? I make this state.
ment, that out of the 50 members of this
Asgsembly, not five have been vaccinated
each seven years. Itshowsthat if people
bave a right to say whether they slionld
be vacvinated or not, they do not believe
in the efficacy of vaccination. If it only
lasts seven years, why should it be neces-
sury to hold the parenis liable for the
vaccipation of their iufants when we do
not hold them responsible for the vac-
cination of their children who areadvanced
beyond the age of seven years? I think
one of the arguments against vaccination
is this term of seven years. The Attorney
(Feneral evidently forgot that in the old
country and in South Australia a similar
clanse to this appertaios, and that,
there they have the right, if they
have conscientious scruples, to say that
they do not want their children vae.
cinated, It is all very well for the
Attorney General to use the old argu-
ment that has been advanced so often,
that when one takes a contagious
disease, it is through the conscientious
scriples of the one who first pets the
digense. I do not believe in that. I
think we would bave opposition to that
theory from the medical fraternity; buat
I do believa there are cases where healthy
children have been absolutely ruined
constibutionally from vaccination, and
no member will say there has been no
sucl case. In and out of the State there
have been numervus cases; and if thero
were only a few cases of healthy children
being ruined constitutionally through
vaccination, it would be jostification for
this clause. In my opinion, fewer people
will avail themselves of this clause than
the Attorney General thinks. Andisit
giving too much privilege to parents to
allow them to say that they do not desire
their children to be vaccinated ¥ Surely
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it is not right to force parents to take |

such a step. They can evade the Act by
sending their children out of the State;
and I could have evaded the Aetin my
cage, but I desired to emphasise my
objection in the police court, and it cost
me 15s. 6d. I will emphasise my objec-
tion a5 long as I bave breath in my bony.
I do wnot helieve in compulsory vaccida-
tion, and if the Government are not pre-
pared to support this amendment, I hope
they will allow this to be a non-party
question, for I am sure of the result. I
took the trouble last year to speak to
moat of the members in this House, and
T am absolutely certain of a majority to
support the amendinent now introduced
by the wember for Forrest; alse in
another place. 1 felt so keeuly on this
subject that I spoke to a great many
members on it; and there are many who
sympathise with the amendment. While
they are not going to enter intv the ques-
tion of the suecess or mnonguccess of
vaccination, they do not think it is too
much to give the right to parents to say
whether their children should be vacci-
nated or not. Are the Government, if
they are not prepared to support this
Bill, prepared to go farther and say that
once a child is vaccinated, it shall be
vaccinated every seven years through
life¥ Surely the success or nonsuccess
of vaccination should oot apply; but I
am prepared to let it apply if the Attorney
General wants to introduce the subject,
and T am prepured to ask the Govern-
ment to enforce vaccination every seven
years. If they are not prepared to
go that far, I bope at least they
will allow this Bil o be -ecarried.
Itis not asking too much. It is nota
question that when this antiquated indi-
vidual, who does not kmow his duty,
knocks at the door yon way say, “ I do
not believe in it,” you have to go befare
a magistrate and say vou have con-
scientlous scruples.

[26 Juiy, 1906.)

Few people would

do this unless they have these scruples. -
I would be sorvy to think that such an

amendment wounld lead to fraud. Are
there people who will declare for the sake
of the trouble that they have conscientious

scruples? because vaccination can be .

obtained free. It is pot a matter of cost
or espense, it is a matter of scruples;
people do not believe in it in some
instances. If the Government will not
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support this amendment let it be a non-
party question, and allow members who
believe in it, and I konow that there are u
wujority of members in this Chawmber
who believe in it, to decide the quesiion,
and then we have nothivyg to fear as to
the result.

Tae MINISTER FORWORKS (Hon,
J. Price) : On this question I persovally
have doubts whether any hody of laymen
is competent to deal with it. It appears
to me this is peculiarly a medical question.
If, for instance, any one of us is suffering
from a severe illness or sickness, we have
no hesitation in taking the advice of the
medical man we may call in ; but when it
comes to 4 question of the prevention of
certain diseases, then every layvman in the
comrmunity thinks he has the right to set:
himself up as un authority. A member
says doctors differ on this question. I
suppose ductors do differ on almost any
medical question that anyone likes to
mention, but T have yet to learn that the
cons.nsus of opinion amongst the medical
fraternity is not distinctly and em-
phatically in favour of vaccination. I
helieve the consensus of nedical opinion,
notonlyin Great Britain and Australia but
also in Germany, the home of science, is
distinetly in fuvour of vaccination; and
as a layman I would not presume to set
up my opinion on . technical question
against the vast majorily of inedical men.
There is one reason that purticularly
unfits the Australasian Legislotures for
dealing with the question, and thut is,
fortunately for us, no community in Aus.
tralia has yet known what it is to suffer
frowm the severe ravages of smallpox.
Occasional and isolated cases have hap-
pened, but we have never had a deter-
mined and bitter epidemic raging amongst
us. If we go to Germany where vacei-
pation is enforced most rigidly, not only
vaccination at the stage of infancy, but
revaccination from time to tine,

Mr. Horax: That is caused by the
density of the population.

Teg MINISTER FOR WORKS:
We find in that country a greater
freedom frow the ravages of this par-
ticular disease than in any other
Buropean country, T think evidence of
that sort speaks for itself, and I appeal
to the House to exercise its proper func.
tion, snd its proper function 1s not to

_ eXpress an opinion on o medical question,
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but in 1ny humble opinion to be guided
by the opinions of men who are com.
petent to express an opinion on this par-
ticular question, and whose judgment on
this matter is considerubly better than
ours,

Mz. Bars: Which opinion will you
take ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will take the consensus of opinion
amongst medical men, the vast majority
of whom are ubsolutely in favour of
vaccination. For that reason it is wmy
intention to oppose the Bill,

Mz T. WALEER (Kanowna) : Ttis a
very strange doctrine to lay down that
this House is not competent to deal with
a matter of this kind. Itisextracrdinary.
Tf we are not capable of dealing with o
measure of this kind, bow comes it we
have an Act at all on the subject?
How comes it we are cupable of amending
ah Aect which this Legislature has passed ?
‘We have dealt with it.

Tur Minmaree For WORES: It was
passed because the consensus of medical
opinion was in its favour. Ounce the
consensus of opinion is against it, then is
the time to repeal the Act.

Mir. WALKER: Take the statement
of the Minister for Works. There was a
time when the consensus of medical
opinion was that the best way to cure
sickness of any kind was tfo visit the
ghrine of the saints or sprinkle hely water
on them : that was the opinion of medical
wen in one stage of thought in the pro-
gress of humanity.
Dr. Jenner; for instance, either invented
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At the time when

or discovered the efficacy of wvacecination, .
what was the ontery or consensua of |

medical opinion on Dr. Jenner.

The °

whole medical world was aguinst bim. '
Ee may have been right or he may have .

been wrong, but he was one man amongst
all the medical men, the rest of them
being aguinst him. What was the
opinion of the medical world when
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not come with bad grace from the hon.
member, for he has in hand one of the
most technical of all modern subjects,
the sewage question.

Tre MinisTER ror Works;
expert advice.

Mz. WALEKER: Of course, but he
knows when experts are right and other
experts are wrong. Here is a layman
who knows the habitat and habits of
microbes, who has been in office a few
wecks and offers his opinion, as standing
right amongst the tip-top of the con-
sensus people. He is going to ask us to
deal with, I believe, this sewage question.
The presumption of the member! We
laymen, just think of it! The member
for Mt. Margaret to give us a discourse
on microbes! We are not to deal forscath
with the question because we are laymen.
What are we to do? We are to ask the
member’s opinion what the consensus of
the experis 18 on every subject with which
thia House has to deal. It is an absurd
position. Let me tell the member he
does not know the consensus of the
medical opinion on it.

Tre MinisTER For WorEs: You do.

Me. WALKER: Ido. Jestingapart,
does he not know that the medical world
is very much indeed divided on this
subject, and that some of the ablest
physicians have criticised the effect of
vaccination as a preventive? There
are hospitals in London where experi-
ments have been tried on this subject.
The amendment brought forward by the
member for Forrest is due to the agita-
tion not only of the ordinary people of
Eogland, but is due to the championship of
some of the leading medicul men of Eng-
land. Does he not know that in e Lancet,
the leading British medical journal, there
bave been vears of controversy amougst
modern medical men upon this subject?

And

. It is not a thing which is to be settled by

Harvey discovered the circulation of the |

blood ? They reckoned he had gone
insane ; they treated him as mad. Sup-
posing there had been some great modern
philosopher in the Legislature of that
time and he had used the argmment:
“ Do not believe this man, do not listen to
him; the consensus of medical opinion
is against him;"” for that is the argument
of my honourable friend. Uut does it

the doctors living among ourselves; it is
nota matter of consensus of their opinion;
it i3 not a matter to be settled in that
manner. I have a great reapect for the
koowledge, for the advancement of the
Legislature of England. It is, 1 admit,
mostly counservative; but even in a
congervative place like the House of
Commons, where the general mind is
tainted with the old Tory notions that
bave deep root in English convictions,

. they have passed a conscience clanse, It
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i8 in places like England that the evil
effects of wvaccination have been wmost
noticed. The agitation has not sprung

[26 Juuy, 1206.]

up from mere sentiment; it does not

come from mere whimsicality. It arises

from the observed effects of vaccination
. stances where the doctor has sworn that

upon the children of England, and the
children, for that wmatter, of other coun-
tries,

It is no fancy when it is stated

and proved, and must be admitted on

the Governmeut side of the House—
although I know it is not a party ques-
tion—that there are people going about
now with ruined constitutions, in perpe-
tual ill-health, living a life, so to speak,
in death, if that is not a contradiction of
terws, owing to vaccination. And now I
want, to know, if there be any force in the
argument that sometimes vaccination is
a preventive, why we confine i to
smallpox vaceination, vaccine? We know
there are contagious digseases just as
deadly as is smallpox. Why not have a
law, then, to compel us to be vaccinated
against plague, for instance, or typhoid,
or for other diseases which afflict hu-
manity ?

Tee MintsTer For Woergs: It is
done against plague.

Me. WALKER: It is not done Ly law
in this form. I question whether the
hon. member was vaccinated for plague:
if he was, then he has got it yet. Itis
a serious question, and I know families
who would prefer that their children
should risk the smallpox rather than risk
those other discases they are likely to get
in consequence of being vaccinated. Itis
a serious thing to undertake the respon-
gibility of putting poison into their
children’s bleed.

THE ATTroBNEY GENERAL:
Iym.ph.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member
speaks of impure lymph. Is there any
pure lymph ¥

Impure

It is an active poison, a -

disease at the very best, and there is no |

iredical man in the world who can really
judge when the lymph is absolutely pure.
For what does it depend on? Lymph is
simply the active form, the microscopic
form, the basis of that disease, the germ
of itz existence, microscopic in its cha-
racter. To know whether that lymph is
pure or not you must know whether every
germ of that little substance which von
put in the child’s arm is in itself healthy.
How cun we get at the genesis of this?

No Compulsion. 677
If we take it from the cow, we are not
sure that the ¢ow is healthy, or what wmay
hauppen in communicating that micro-
scopic point of life that is to start the
disease in a mild form within one’s body.
We cannot detect it. I have known in-

he had got pure lymph, believing that be
had; but disease bas broken out in the
child, sores which would not heal have
followed a3 a consequence of vaccination.
We cannot test it. Scvience has not got
to that stage vet in which it can examine
the genesis and healthfulness of this kind
of life.

Mer. Hupson:
logist do that ?

Mr. WALEER: No; bacteriologists,
medical men, cannot even tell our diseases.

Mr. Hupzow : That is a broader and
wider question.

Mr. WALKER: Not at all.

THE Mivister rog Wogrks: I think
they could tell you what you have got.

Me. WALKER: They cannot even
tell the sicknesses and weaknesses or ail-
ments of humaaity ; and this is a minuter
form of life. The pathway open to us
in a discussion of this kind is almost
infinite, it is immense. 'Who is to know
all about that little creature, that tiny
existence, that basic form of life? We
canpot. T say it is impossible to tell
when lymph is pure or not. But that is
not exactly the question. The point is,
if men or women believe that thie form
of vaccination is injurious and likely to
ruin the health of their child, to make
the life of that child for all future miser-
able, are we to compel them to immolate
the child? Are we to compel them to
sacrifice their faith in the child’s health,
to practically break their hearts over it ¥
There is scarcely a family, 1 should say,
but knows of an instance amongst their
near neighbours of a child baving been
injured by undergoing this operation.
Are we, in spite of all that, to compel
them ¥ [MempEr: Do you think that
Jenner lived in vain¥} I do not know
that Jenner lived in vain, but I know
that some of his vacciue has lived in some
prople’s veins. In my opinion thisis a
matter which should be left to the con-
sciences of people; or, otherwise, we
should be consistent and enforce inocula-
tion for every disease under the sum, in

Canuoot the bacterio-
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which case we should be doing nothing °

but feeiny doctors all our lives,
Ou motion by the TREAsURER, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at eleven minutes

to 11 o'clock, until the next Tues-
day.
Legislatibe @Assembly,
Tuesday, 31st Jnl'J, 1906.
- PacE
Questions : Afghans Employel, \‘Irh.v ... 678
Mine Accident, Murrin ... .. 678
Iabour Bureau, Perth . ... 078
Bills: Third readings (2) ... 670
Stamnp Act Amendment Recommltl;nl ... B79
Fremaaotle Reserves, 2n, moved ... 680
NWelson Agricultural Society fand Snlr. 2k,
mov
Land Tu.ansenament. 2r. moved ‘Ameadment
negutived, ndjourned ... 681
Police Otl'encea. 2n. resumed . 70D

Tez SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MinisTer ror MiNes AmD
RarLways: 1, Comparative Stafement of
Railway Timber Freights in Western
Anstralia and Eastern States.

By the MiNisTER FoR WORKS:
turn of Mouneys expended on the Metro-
politan Sewerage Scheme. 2z, Plan of
Reticulation of the \{etrOpuhtan Sewerage
Scheme.

By the Treasurer: Report of the
Education Department, 1905.

GOLD STEALING, A CORRECTION.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES men-
tioned that in the typing of Detective
Kavanagh's report on gold stealing, an
error occurred, the word “ounces™ appear-

[ASSEMBLY.]

i, Re- -

Questions.

ing instead of * pounds,” after the words
“ many thousands.”

QUESTION—AFGHANS EMPLOYED,
WHY.

Mg. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that Afgbans
are employed carting material, stores,
ete., also repairing saddles, on Tulloch’s
section of the rabbit-proof femce? 2,
Will the Minister issue immediate in-
structions that their services are to be
dispensed with, and the work given to
white men who are available and anzious
for the work? 3, Is it his intention to
issue general instructions tbat, under no
consideration, are Asiatic aliens to be
given employment while white workers
are available ¥

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. The transport of fencing
waterinl is carried out by Government
and contracl teams, the owners of the
latter being paid at per ton and employ-
ing their own drivers, some of whow are
Afghans. The latest Government pay-
sheets show that two Afghans are on
wages, one Zeveen has been continuously
in employ of the department since 12th
Janunary, 1905, the other, Sultan, has
been in the employ of the department
since 1&th March, 1906, engaged on
special repairs to saddles. 2 and 3,
Owing to the distance from the pearest
bage to the head of the fence (300 miles
from the north comst) it is necessary to
employ all available means of transport
at Government rates. The foremen in
charge have explicit instructions that,
wherever possible, white labour only is to
be employed.

QUESTION—MINE ACCIDENT, MURRIN.

Mg, LYNCH asked the Premier: 1,
Was an inguest beld on the body of
Peter Touhy, who was killed at the
Princess Alex mine, Murrn, on 23rd
June last ¥ 2, If not, why not?

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Because, when considering all the cir-
cumstances of the case, the Resident
Magistrate was of opinion that an inquest
Was QINEcessary.

QUESTION—LABOUR BUREAU, PERTH.

Mz. TROY asked the Premier: 1,
‘What is the salary of the correspondence



